HOLY FAMILY PARISH

December 14/15, 2013 - The 3rd Sunday of Advent

1451 Strachan Road SE,
Medicine Hat, AB T1B-4V3 Pastor - Rev. Philip Le - frphilip@holyfamilymh.ca
Phone: 403-527-6933 Fax: 403-526-2482 Associate Pastor - Rev. Matthew Emmelkamp

fmatthew@holyfamilymh.ca
Deacons:
Rev. Mr. Robert Risling & Rev. Mr. Bill

email: contact@holyfamilymh.ca
website: www.holyfamilymh.ca

Office Hrs. Monday to Friday - 8:30am to 4:30pm Schnitzler
Closed on Statutory Holidays Pastoral Care of the Sick — 403-580-9266
Calgary Diocesan: www.rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca Youth Ministry

medhatcatholicyouth@gmail.com

Medicine Hat Catholic Youth on Facebook
Mass Times
Saturday - 5:00 pm
Sunday - 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00-4:00pm

! CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAERERATIONS
Christmas Evé:00pm, 8:00pm & 10:302m

Christmas Days:30am &10:30am A}

NewY e aBEvé5s00pm

New Year ds Day:

.. Quote of the weelhe most frustrated feeling | have ever

had was to be caught in church with nothing smaller than a

$20 bill” (Me).

Q If you are awagr Christmas Holiday, we wish you a Merry

‘ Q /‘ . Christmas, a Joyful and Blessed New Year, and ¢

ffd ? Q Trip But please do not forget to pray for us and leave some

Lg L}‘@l aly ﬁ A V;@-\nt Christmas offerings for your own church. We'll see you again!
Welcome To Holy Family Parish
You have entered this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. Being a human, you enter this church as a creature of God; as a
baptized person, you enter it as a son or daughter of the Father in Christ. This house of God is therefore your family home. Come in then
with humility of mind, joy of heart and thanks on your lips. Acknowledge the Lord’s presence in the Tabernacle and adore Him. Come in
and pause in prayer in the midst of your busy life and its many worries. Be grateful for those who, for the Glory of God, built this place of
worship with faith and sacrifice, and sanctified it with their songs and prayers.
Anyone who wishes to practice the Catholic faith by attending this church may consider this parish as his/her own parish. You simply need
fo register. Please indicate whether you are a new parishioner or have moved and are providing a new address. Thank you.

Name

Spouse ;
Address \

Postal Code Phone N
Email
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December 14/15, 2013 - The 3rd Suind

lay of Advent

OPERATING FINANCES

(December 5to Decemberl2, 2013)

-Cost to operate our Parish (Budzfzt3) $15,600
-General Collections: $12,129
-Debt reduction (Mortgage) $14,394
-Total Collections: $26,523
-Exceed or (Shortfall) $10,923
Special Collections
***T|A/Peace & Developméng é é.&¢. . $525

**WorldMi ssi.égg: é .. .é&¢é¢ . 399
**St Vincent de Paulé é é é.&é .éé ..$1032
*** Youth Miniést éé.es . 48
***Mission Mexicoé .6 € é é é é é%l,840

""" . ... E€1$765.

2013 TOGETHER IN ACTION

Togithen

2013 Goal$55151.48

rn Action YTDDonations$5292500

$52,925.00100
95%

AéYou wil|l be
Please contribute to the Together in Action.

Thank you for your Generosity and Support

PARISH UPCOMING EVENTS & INTENTIONS
DAILYMASS MAY BE CANCELUEIOHE CASE OF A EBML

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15™
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

+ Mass: 8:30arftntention: Lorette Bitz 1) 1 Baptism

+ the Library will be open after Masses

+ Mass: 10:30afntention: Holy Family Parish)

+ Coffee Time: 11:30am in Hall hosted by Pancoasts & Friends
+ Junior Choir Practice: 1:00pm at Holy Family Parish

+ Mass: 6:00pigintention: John & Emily Dunay)

+ UNCHAINED: 7:00pm in the Faith Room

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16™

+ Mass: 9:00aifintention: Bob & Martha Hagel)
+ GriefShare: 1:00pm in the Hope Room
+ Worship & Faith: 6:30pm in the HFP Hall

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17™

+ SVDP Meeting: 4:00 at St. Patrick’s Parish
+ Holy Family Paridhenitential Service: 7:00pm

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18™

+ Women'’s Praise & Worship will resume in January
+ Mass: 0am(Intention: Elizabeth Schmidt)

+ Breakfast in the Hall after 9:00am Mass

+ Bible Study: 9:30am in the Faith Room

+ Mass:10:30amwith St. Mary’s School

+ Sunnyside: 1:30pMass

+ Good Sam’s: 3:30pm Communion Service

+ Choir Practice: (for 6:00pm Mass) at 6:00pm

+ RCIA will resume January 8t 2014.

+ Reconciliation: 7:398:30pm

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19™

my . witnes

+ Men’s Prayer Group: 6:30am — Charity Room
+ Mass: 9:00aifintention: Peter Getz 1) with Notre Dame
School
egkfast in the Hall after 9:0pam M
Béeglogfssél' eallghglrlstr%as Poﬁgck Lun%ih 12:00pm HFP Hall
+ Holy Hour: 6:00pm
+ Choir Practice: (for 8:30am & 10:30am Masses) at 7:00pm

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20™

+ Mass: 9:00arftntention: Mildred Guglich 1)
+ Breakfast in the Hall after 9:00am Mass

+ Adoration after Mass until Noon.

+ Meadowlands: 10:00dass

+ Wellington: 10:00am Communion

+ EQUIP: will resume January 17t, 2014

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2157

+ TMIY Men’s Program: 8:00am in HFP Hall, Breakfast @
7:30am
+ Reconciliation 3:084:00pm




+ Choir Practice: (for 5:00 Mass) at 4:00pm
4ATHSUNDAYOF ADVENT

+ Library Open before Mass

+ Mass: 5:00prtintention: Steve Vandenbroeck t)

THAT MANISYOU T MENGOS PROGRA

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22NP
4™ SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Merry Christmas Next meeting Jan 4

SIGNUP SHEET FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES

+ Mass: 8:30aifintention: Rose Weisgerber )

+ the Library will be open after Masses

+ Mass: 10:30afintention: Holy Family Parish) Children’s
Liturgy will resume on January 12, 2014.

+ Coffee Time: 11:30am in Hall hosted by Ada Luz & Friends
+ Junior Choir Practice: 1:00pm at Holy Family Parish

+ Mass: 6:00prtintention: Frank Gutfriend )

+ UNCHAINED: will resume January 12, 2014

Please check the bulletin board and sign your name for service
at Christmas Masses:

Altar Serverg& New Schedules

Eucharistic Ministers

Lectors

Hospitality Greeters sign up & New Schedules
Sound Board & PowerPoint at Soundboard

—~+ = — —+ —+

HOSPITALITY DESK HELP NEEDED

THI' S SUNDAYOS RE A DITNB®iItality Desk is in need of people that would be willing

First Reading (Is 3%d&, 10)This is one of the great visions
of hope. When God restores his people, it will be like the
desert becoming a garden land. The weak will be made
strong and those whose lives are broken will be healed.

Second Reading (Jas 8:0).This reading encourages us
to be patient while awaiting the fulfillment of our hopes.

The Gospel (Mt 11t2).Was Jesus the one that people
expected? This gospel tells us that he was. The sign of this is
his healing presence. It means the kingdom of God has
come, something greater than what John experiences.

CHRISTMAS GIFT FROM
HOLY FAMILY PARISH

to greet and pass information on to parishioners as they enter
the church. All the weekend Masses are in need of volunteers
and especially the 10:30 Mass. If you can spare a little time
before Mass please let them know at the hospitality desk.

CATHOLI C WOMENOGS LE

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is a national
organization rooted in gospel values calling it members to
holiness through service to the people of God. Come, join us.
For more information contact Rita - 403-527-7580 or Louella -
403-504-0594 or Wanda — 403-504-6641.

MISSION MEXICO

Fr. Philip and all his Holy Family Parish Elves have been very,
very busy preparing a gift for your family. They have been
printing and cutting and sticking and wrapping and taping. And
as a result of all this work when you leave Mass on Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day one of the Elves will be there to give
your family a gift. Please only take one per family as it is
something you can share.

ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES

Several priests will help our Advent Penitential Service.
& Holy Family: Dec. 17 at 7 pm
We also have confession times on:

w  Saturday from 3-4 pm
w Wednesday December 18 from 7:30-8:30 pm

MISSION MEXICO WEEKEND: December Bishb.
Henry has again declared the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
as Mission Mexico Day in the Diocese of Calgary. Mission
Mexico is an outreach project of Catholics in the Diocese of
Calgary to marginalized communities in southern Mexico. In
September 2013 the area was devastated by Hurricane
Manuel, which washed homes, fields of crops, and families
down mountainsides with torrential floods. This year, in
addition to funding culturally sensitive, dignity-affirming
initiatives in health, education and human rights, in partnership
with a number of accountable on-site agencies, Mission
Mexico seeks to assist those still left homeless and hungry by
Hurricane Manuel. We are asking every parishioner in the
diocese to contribute a loonie on Mission Mexico Day to
support this missionary outreach.




ROLL -IT -BACK CAMPAIGN 2013

NEW SUNDAY MISSAL

Last year we achieved an amazing goal and were able to
reduce the Building Debt from $950,530 down to $604,545...
a very significant $350,000 reduction. With a bit of a push on
the yearly support we might be able to reach our goal of full
payment of our mortgage by Thanksgiving 2015.

We invite parishioners to help meet that goal. Take this
opportunity to make an extra contribution prior to December 31
so it can reflect on your 2013 taxes.

Make sure to mark your payment so we know where you want
it to go.

God bless you for your generosity and support!

PHILIPPINE TYPHOON RELIEF

Philippine Typhoon Haiyan Relidfis estimated that 9.5
million people are in need across nine provinces and 600,000
people have been displaced from their homes. The Canadian
Catholic Organization for Development and Peace has a long
history of working in the Philippines and they are currently
working with Caritas Philippines - NASSA to coordinate the
distribution of food, water, and shelter in the affected areas. The
Diocese of Calgary is accepting donations for this Philippine

Typhoon Relief effort. The Canadian Government h

announced it will match these funds.

GIFT SHARING SUNDAY

As a result of Gift Sharing Sunday and all your generous
donations. We were able to contribute a cheque for $4595.00 to
the Santa Claus Fund and $2100.00 worth of toys and a
$1000.00 worth of food items. Thank you everybody for all your
kindness in the spirit of giving!

SENIORS TEA

The next Seniors Tea is December 19t and it will be at
12:00pm noon and it will be a Christmas Pot Luck Lunch.

Due to her new job, Gloria has resigned from the Seniors’ Tea
volunteer leader. Thank You Gloria for all the work you did,
The Seenagers had a great time with you.

We want to also thank Agnes and Mary-Anne for coming back
on board. They will take over this position again in the New
Year.

The New Sunday Missal is available in the greeting area,
$3.00/each.  Serve yourself. You will also find December
copies of “The Word Among Us”. They are available for $3.00
as well. If you are interested in a subscription there are order
forms inside the magazines. We do have some Children’s
Missals for $7.00 available at the information desk.

PARISH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

Next year will be the 10t Anniversary of our parish. We need
and want you and your families’ picture in our 10th Anniversary
Pictorial Directory. Please call Sandy at 403-529-5187 to book
an appointment to have your picture taken, at no cost to you
and no obligation to purchase. You will receive a free 8 x 10
portrait and a free directory! Photography dates are April 1-5,
April 22-25, and May 12-17/2014. If you could help book
appointments before and after masses (beginning in January),
phone to confirm appointments or act as host/hostess on
photography days, please call Sandy.

TWITTER@PONTIFEX

Would you like to follow Pope Francis at twitter@pontifex?

a 12/10/2013 - Mary, Our Mother, sustain us in moments of
aarkness, difficultly and apparent defeat.

12/09/2013 - If we see someone who needs help, do we
stop? There is so much suffering and poverty, and a great
need for good Samaritans.

12/07/2013 - Dear young people, put your talents at the
service of the Gospel, with creativity and boundless charity.

12/06/2013 - The cross is the price of true love. Lord, give us
the strength to accept and carry our crosses!

12/05/2013 - Holiness doesn’t mean doing extraordinary
things, but doing ordinary things with love and faith.

ONE LINE HOMILY

7* Opportunity knocks once, but temptation bangs on
the front door forever.

7* Quit gripping about your church; if it was perfect, you
couldn’t belong.




HANDWRITTEN SIGN REPORTEDLY
FOUND ON THE WALL OF BLESSED

1) Through the sacrament of Reconciliation you're at peace
with God, yourself, your family, your neighbors and your

MOTHER TERESAG6S ROGH"

People are unreasonable, illogical, self-centered,
forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior
motives, be kind anyway.

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you,
be honest and frank anyway.

What you spend years building, someone could destroy
overnight, build anyway.

The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow,
do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have, and it may be never
enough,

give the world your best anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, others may be jealous,
be happy anyway.
In the final analysis, it is between you and God.

It was never between you and them anyway.

TEN SIGNS THAT CHRISTMAS IS NEAR

Fr. Philipds

10) There are more pine needles on your carpet than on your
tree.

9) Your credit card is smoked along with the turkey and ham.
8) Your church has to be cleaned more often because of all
the snow you bring in.

7) A trip to the mall and back is more challenging than the trip
to church service.

6) The Food Bank starts accepting credit cards.

5) You are pulling an all-nighter because of the words "Some
Assembly Required"

4) Your Christmas shopping list is written in black while your
check book balance is written in red.

3) Santa’s belly is not the only thing shaking like a bow! full of
jelly.

2) The infamous fruitcake returns from its 12 months of
hiding.

Another day someone gave me a tip for Christmas:
"Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of
arriving safely in an attractive and well preserved body, but
rather to skid in sideways, chocolate in one hand, martini in the
other, totally worn out and screaming "WOO HOO what a ride!"

Then | sent a text to John the Baptist who wore clothing of
camel’s hair, ate locusts and wild honey and was in Herod’s
prison; | asked his opinion about this, he answered: “Good
luck!”

This week | copy an article foryou‘Mar y 6 s Dr e

‘I HAD A DREAM, Joseph. | don’t understand it, not really, but
| think it was about a birthday celebration for our Son. | think
that was what it was all about. The people had been preparing
for it for about six weeks. They had decorated the house and
bought new clothes. They'd gone shopping many times and
bought elaborate gifts. It was peculiar, though, because the
presents weren't for our Son. They wrapped them with
beautiful paper and tied them with lovely bows and stacked
them under the tree. Yes, a tree, Joseph, right in their house.
They'd decorated the tree, also. The branches were full of
glowing balls and sparkling ornaments. There was a figure on
the top of the tree. It looked like an angel might look. Oh, it
was beautiful. Everyone was laughing and happy. There were
all excited about the gifts. They gave the gifts to each other,
Joseph, not our Son. | don't think they even knew him. They
never mentioned his name. They said, “Happy Holiday”
instead of Merry Christ-Mas.” Doesn't it seem odd for the
people to go to all that trouble to celebrate someone’s birthday
if they don’t know him? | had the strangest feeling that if he
had gone to this celebration he would have been intruding.
Everything was so beautiful, Joseph, and everyone so full of
cheer, but it made me want to cry. How sad for Jesus not to
be wanted at his own birthday celebration. I'm glad it was only
a dream. How terrible, Joseph, if it had been real.”

Maranatha, Come, Lord Jesus!

an



SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION ; Please be advised

: thatchanges may :

Confirmation i occur. If you have
Saturdaylan 1lat 4:25pm Holy Famitgith Room : signed up you will
Sundaylan 12at 5:25pm Holy Family Faith Room :  benotified i

*Attendance of 1 Equip Night a monthaasdatoryor this program until Ma\z otherwise please
check the bulletin

NEXT CLASSES on a reqular basis.

1st Communion and Reconciliation Combir O Confirmation pm—_—
Saturdaylan1lat 4: 45am St . P Saturdaylan 11at 4:25pm Holy Family Faith Roomr
Sundaylan 12at 10:15am Holy Family Church ’t‘) . Sundaylan 12at 5:25pm Holy Family Faith Room

*Attendance to Family Fun Days are expected aé
of this program.

Ne{ ™ *Attendance of 1 Equip Night a monthdadatory
25 for this program until May.

Please check out websites for schedules for all the sacraments.
Pat r i cikwnwsy.st@disehruch.info/ & Holy Family Church T www. holvfam|lvmh ca

kkkkkkkkkk ****Q, % kkkkk: KkkkkA> ****C, * * *' <‘ FhhhAT Chkkkp Ik kkk\> *' kkkk ‘**** *
JUNIOR CHOIR & 5 5

JUNIORCHOIRsi ngs at both St. Patrickbés and Holy
Webre always |l ooking for new members so pl
St . Patri cko6s SaitPuactitedy45 bepone misiss orsthe following dates L-M"‘-" o
January 11"  February 8" March 8" April 12" May 10" m
K Xe tee
Holy Family Sunday 6pm Mass i Practice 4:45 before mass R ATEES
**December 24™ Christmas Eve 5pm i practice times i Sunday Dec 15" 1pm i 2to 2:15 onémm a3

Sunday Dec. 22" 1pm i 2:30 or 3:00
As well as the following dates:
January 26" February 23 March 30" April 27" May 25"

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk ACTIVITIES ARE NOW UPDATED ON THE WEBSITE
YOUTHMINISTRY www.holyfamilymh.ca or www.stpatschurch.info

Carolingrand Swimming youTH GROUP HAS A FACEBOOK.
' Medicine Hat Catholic Youth. Become

.
1‘5“.5 V friend to get updam

is the —
=*-.e ~ 9| Yesthe two go together: On Friday December 20t! Join Citiyouth (a bunch of youth groups from around
the city) as we come together for a night of fun. We will meet outside Crescent Heights High @ 6:30pm

| AN Y NV
W m and walk caroling to the leisure centre, which will be rented out till 10:00pm for free swimming!!!
SN NGNS Please come and join us!
g%ag@n (Remember please bring modest swimwear and dress warm for caroling!)
\eA e o Ao o/ CHRISTMAS PARTY- Dec 15t
000000 ....0......0.......0..0...00...... Let 68 Cel ebr at e Chr i S

AR all folk
Youth mlnlstry events are winding down for
the Christmas break. L
But wedl IJJble back
Keep posted by checking face book,
bulletins, and the website!
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

some fun and fellowship. We will be making

snowman (if the weather lets us) and then be

warm inside with an evening of games and

x Christmas decorating.

& 7:00pm

Holy Family Parish
Grades 10-12
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