
 

Pastor - Rev. Philip Le - frphilip@holyfamilymh.ca 

Associate Pastor - Rev. Matthew Emmelkamp 

fmatthew@holyfamilymh.ca 

Deacons: 

 Rev. Mr. Robert Risling & Rev. Mr. Bill 

Schnitzler 

Pastoral Care of the Sick – 403-580-9266 

Youth Ministry 

medhatcatholicyouth@gmail.com 

Medicine Hat Catholic Youth on Facebook  

Mass Times 

Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Sunday - 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00pm 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00-4:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1451 Strachan Road SE,  

Medicine Hat, AB T1B-4V3  

Phone:  403-527-6933 Fax:  403-526-2482 

 email: contact@holyfamilymh.ca      

website: www.holyfamilymh.ca 

Office Hrs. Monday to Friday - 8:30am to 4:30pm  

Closed on Statutory Holidays 

Calgary Diocesan: www.rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca 

Welcome To Holy Family Parish 
You have entered this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God.  Being a human, you enter this church as a creature of God; as a 
baptized person, you enter it as a son or daughter of the Father in Christ.  This house of God is therefore your family home.  Come in then 
with humility of mind, joy of heart and thanks on your lips.  Acknowledge the Lord’s presence in the Tabernacle and adore Him.  Come in 
and pause in prayer in the midst of your busy life and its many worries.  Be grateful for those who, for the Glory of God, built this place of 
worship with faith and sacrifice, and sanctified it with their songs and prayers. 
Anyone who wishes to practice the Catholic faith by attending this church may consider this parish as his/her own parish.  You simply need 
to register.  Please indicate whether you are a new parishioner or have moved and are providing a new address.  Thank you. 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Spouse ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Postal Code ____________________________________Phone ________________________________________ 
Email _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Quote of the week:  

òThe happiest people donõt necessarily 

have the best of everything; they just 

make the most of everything that 

comes along their way.ó 

 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS 
Christmas Eve: 5:00pm, 8:00pm & 10:30pm 
Christmas Day: 8:30am &10:30am 
New Yearõs Eve: 5:00pm 
New Yearõs Day: 8:30am & 10:30am 

mailto:frphilip@holyfamilymh.ca
mailto:fmatthew@holyfamilymh.ca
mailto:medhatcatholicyouth@gmail.com
http://www.holyfamilymh.ca/


OPERATING FINANCES  

(December 12 to December 19, 2013) 

-Cost to operate our Parish (Budget 2013)                       $15,600 

-General Collections:                               $ 13,963 

-Debt reduction (Mortgage)                           $ 13,722 

-Total Collections:                               $ 27,685 

-Exceed or (Shortfall)                                                   $ 12,085 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

2013 TOGETHER IN ACTION  

 

 

 ñéYou will be my witnessesé Acts: 1: 8). 

Please contribute to the Together in Action. 

Thank you for your Generosity and Support 

PARISH UPCOMING EVENTS &  INTENTIONS  
DAILY MASS MAY BE CANCELED IN THE CASE OF A FUNERAL 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22ND  

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

+ Mass: 8:30am (Intention: Rose Weisgerber À)  
+ the Library will be open after Masses 
+ Mass: 10:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish) Childrenôs 
Liturgy will resume on January 12, 2014. 

+ Coffee Time: 11:30am in Hall hosted by Ada Luz & Friends 
+ Junior Choir Practice: 1:00pm at Holy Family Parish 
+ Mass: 6:00pm (Intention: Frank Gutfriend À) 
+ UNCHAINED: will resume January 12th, 2014 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23RD 

+ Mass cancelled because of 10:00 Funeral  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH  

+ OFFICE CLOSES AT NOON 
+ The Nativity of the Lord: 5:00pm, 8:00pm & 10:30pm 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD   

+ OFFICE CLOSED 
+ Mass: 8:30am & 10:30am (No 6:00pm Mass) 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26TH 

FEAST OF ST. STEPHEN 

+ OFFICE CLOSED 
+ Mass: 9:00am (Intention: Sofron Fejsa À) 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27TH 

+ Mass: 9:00am (Intention: Holy Souls in Purgatory À)  
+ Adoration after Mass until Noon. 
+ Meadowlands: 10:00am Communion 
+ Wellington: 10:00am Mass 
+ EQUIP: will resume January 17th, 2014 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28TH    

+ TMIY Menôs Program: Next Meeting January 4, 2014 
+ Reconciliation 3:00 ð 4:00pm 
+ Choir Practice: (for 5:00 Mass) at 4:00pm 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 
+ Mass: 5:00pm (Intention: Holy Family Parish BenefactorsÀ)  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29TH  

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY  

OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

+ Mass: 8:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish Deceased À)  
+ Mass: 10:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish) Childrenôs 
Liturgy will resume on January 12, 2014. 
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Special Collectionsé 
TIA/Peace & Development: ééééé...é..é.. $ 527 
World Missions:é..ééé.é.éé...é..éé.é..$192 
St Vincent de Paul:éééééé.....éé..éé...$1,278 
Youth Ministries:éééééééé..éééé.....é.$25 
Mission Mexico:é..é..é.ééééééé..ééé$752 
Disaster/Philippines:ééééééééé.é.....é$530 
Flood Relief:éééééééééééééééé..$145 
CARO:éééééééééééééééééééé$20 
Clergy Retirement:éééééééé.éééééé$20 
Catholic Education:éééééééééééééé.$5 
 

2013 Goal - $55,151.48 

YTD Donations: $53,546.00 



+ Coffee Time: 11:30am in Hall hosted - Knights of Columbus 
+ Mass: 6:00pm (Intention: Holy Family Parish Deceased À)  
+ UNCHAINED: will resume January 12th, 2014 

THIS SUNDAYôS READINGS 

First Reading (Is 7:10-14). Though King Ahaz refuses to 
accept a sign from God, Isaiah foretells the birth of a child to 
be called Emmanuel. It will be a sign of God's faithfulness to 

his people throughout calamity and destruction. 

Second Reading (Romans 1:1-7). Jesus is the Savior of all 

nations and Paul is the apostle called to lead people to 

holiness and spread the good news. 

Gospel (Mt 1:18-24). Mary is chosen to be the mother of the 

Son of God and Joseph is called to be his earthly father so 

that the prophecies may be fulfilled. Joseph's answer is one 

of prompt and total acceptance; and the Son of God comes to 

live among us, he is the Emmanuel Isaiah says in the first 

reading. The word Emmanuel means: God is with us. 

CHRISTMAS GI FT FROM  

HOLY FAMILY PARISH  

Fr. Philip and all his Holy Family Parish Elves have been very, 
very busy preparing a gift for your family. They have been 
printing and cutting and sticking and wrapping and taping. And 
as a result of all this work when you leave Mass on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day one of the Elves will be there to give 
your family a gift. Please only take one per family as it is 
something you can share. 
Thank You Elvesé Emily Anhelher , Joanna Baiton, Jean 

Bernard, Dixie Bohnet, Vi Dooley, Katherine Glasgo, Martha 

Hagel, Marlene Kurtz, Joan Pollock, Annemarie & Ray 

Rajchyba, Evelyn Reimer, Alana Schmid, Diana Weinberger. 

SIGNUP SHEET FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Please check the bulletin board and sign your name for service 
at Christmas Masses: 

 Altar Servers & New Schedules 
 Eucharistic Ministers 
 Lectors 
 Hospitality Greeters sign up & New Schedules 
 Sound Board & PowerPoint at Soundboard  
 Linens Schedule is in the folder 

 

 

THAT MAN IS YOU ï MENôS PROGRAM 

Merry Christmas Next meeting Jan 4 

HOSPITALITY DESK HELP NEEDED 

The Hospitality Desk is in need of people that would be willing 
to greet and pass information on to parishioners as they enter 
the church. All the weekend Masses are in need of volunteers 
and especially the 10:30 Mass. If you can spare a little time 
before Mass please let them know at the hospitality desk. 

MEDICINE HAT CATHOLIC SCHOOLSô 

EDUCATION FOUNDATION  

Greetings from the Medicine Hat Catholic Schoolsô 

Education Foundation. For the past 17 years, the Foundation 

has been a loyal partner and supporter of the Catholic School 

Division. The directors, all volunteers and residents of the local 

communities, are committed to Catholic education and they 

meet regularly to consider how the Foundation can best benefit 

the Division schools. We would like to sincerely thank all who 

have contributed time and dollars over the past year. You have 

become partners with us and we are very grateful for your 

support. The Directors would like to wish you a Blessed 

Christmas Season and New Year! 

(If you are interested in further information about the 

Foundation, a copy of the annual newsletter is available at the 

information table). 

CATHOLIC WOMENôS LEAGUE 

Thank you Circle 4 for hosting the December bake sale. And 

thanks to everyone who donated items, you helped make this 

sale a great success. 

Thank you to Circle 8 for hosting the Potluck Christmas Dinner. 

And thanks to everyone who brought all the delicious food. 

MISSION MEXICO  

Mission Mexico is an outreach project of Catholics in the 

Diocese of Calgary to marginalized communities in southern 

Mexico. In September 2013 the area was devastated by 

Hurricane Manuel, which washed homes, fields of crops, and 

families down mountainsides with torrential floods. This year, 

in addition to funding culturally sensitive, dignity-affirming 

initiatives in health, education and human rights, in partnership 

with a number of accountable on-site agencies, Mission 

Mexico seeks to assist those still left homeless and hungry by 

Hurricane Manuel. We thank you for your many 

contributions to this cause.   



2013 TAX RECEIPTS 

Please keep in mind that your donations have to come in 

before Jan. 1/14 in order to have 2013 receipt for tax 

purpose.  Thanks 

2014 OFFERING ENVELOPE BOX  

Please pick up your 2014 Offering Envelopes on the table in 
the greeting area. For those that have already picked up youôre 
boxesé thank you! 

NEW SUNDAY MISSAL  

The New Sunday Missal is available in the greeting area, 
$3.00/each.  Serve yourself. You will also find December 
copies of ñThe Word Among Usò. They are available for $3.00 
as well. If you are interested in a subscription there are order 
forms inside the magazines. We do have a few Childrenôs 
Missals for $7.00 available at the office.  

PARISH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY  

Next year will be the 10th Anniversary of our parish.  We need 

and want you and your familiesô picture in our 10th Anniversary 

Pictorial Directory.  Please call Sandy at 403-529-5187 to book 

an appointment to have your picture taken, at no cost to you 

and no obligation to purchase.   You will receive a free 8 x 10 

portrait and a free directory!   Photography dates are April 1-5, 

April 22-25, and May 12-17/2014.  If you could help book 

appointments before and after masses (beginning in January), 

phone to confirm appointments or act as host/hostess on 

photography days, please call Sandy. 

ROLL -IT -BACK CAMPAIGN 2013  

Last year we achieved an amazing goal and were able to reduce the 
Building Debt from $950,530 down to $604,545é a very significant 
$350,000 reduction. With a bit of a push on the yearly support we 
might be able to reach our goal of full payment of our mortgage by 
Thanksgiving 2015. 

We invite parishioners to help meet that goal. Take this opportunity 
to make an extra contribution prior to December 31 so it can reflect 
on your 2013 taxes. 

Make sure to mark your payment so we know where you want it to 
go. 

God bless you for your generosity and support! 

 

 

 ñSPIRIT OF CHRISTMASò 

New Christmas Album ñSpirit of Christmasò by Eileen Wotschell now 

available for $10.00 each at the Parish Office or call Eileen at 403-

528-2897. Letôs keep Christ in Christmas. 

PHILIPPINE TYPHOON RELIEF  

Philippine Typhoon Haiyan Relief - It is estimated that 9.5 million 

people are in need across nine provinces and 600,000 people have 

been displaced from their homes. The Canadian Catholic 

Organization for Development and Peace has a long history of 

working in the Philippines and they are currently working with Caritas 

Philippines - NASSA to coordinate the distribution of food, water, and 

shelter in the affected areas. The Diocese of Calgary is accepting 

donations for this Philippine Typhoon Relief effort. The Canadian 

Government has announced it will match these funds. 

TWITTER@PONTIFEX  

Would you like to follow Pope Francis at twitter@pontifex? 

12/17/2013 - The love of God is not generic. God looks with 

love upon every man and woman, calling them by name. 

12/16/2013 - We cannot resign ourselves to think of a Middle 

East without Christians. Let us pray every day for peace. 

12/14/2013 - This is Christian hope: that the future is in Godôs 

hands. 

12/13/2013 - Donôt be afraid to go to the Sacrament of 

Confession, where you will meet Jesus who forgives you. 

12/12/2013 - We cannot think of a Church without joy. This is 

the joy of the Church: announcing to all the name of Jesus. 

ONE LINE HOMILY  

 We are called to be witnesses, not lawyers or judges. 

 If a church wants a better pastor, it only needs to 

pray for the one it has. 

 

If you are away  for Christmas Holiday, 

we wish you a Merry Christmas, a Joyful 

and Blessed New Year, and a Safe Trip .  

But please do not forget to pray for us 

and leave some Christmas offerings for 

your own church.  Weõll see you again!  

 

 



 

Fr. Philipôs:  

Have you ever heard these negative comments: Christmas is 

nothing but a big spending spree; Think of cards, gifts, toys, 

decorations, food and drink; Christmas raises false hopes, 

especially among the poor, the lonely and the depressed; 

instead of bringing us together, Christmas makes ants out of 

us, fighting each other for the best bargains; Christmas puts 

more pressure on husband and wife, that means there are 

more separation and more divorce at this time; Christmas 

does a disservice to our religion; it’s getting less Christian 

every year; it’s a pagan feast.  It’s a waste of time, effort and 

money…so on. 

Do you agree with these comments?  Well, sometimes I 

thought so, but Christmas also has its positive effects in our 

life. 

Christmas recalls the greatest event of all time: the 

Incarnation.  This means that Godôs Son came to bring us 

peace and live among us.  Jesus is the King of Peace.  During 

the Vietnam War we had only 2 days of ceasefire a year: 

Christmas Day and Traditional New Yearôs Day.  We really 

longed for those days.  Now at this Christmas, there is still war 

in the world, but Christians all over will pray for peace and 

hopefully it will come with the Lord. 

Of course there is a lot of loneliness at Christmas, but Christ 

comes to share this loneliness with us.  It is when we are lonely 

we can reach out to him and bring him to others who are 

lonelier than we are.  There is also a great deal of togetherness 

at Christmas too.  There is a great out-pouring of goodwill.  

People we have forgotten during the rest of the year are 

remembered.  Scattered families are reunited (This is what I 

miss).   

The poor are most taken care of at this time of the year than 

any other time.  Christmas encourages generosity and gives 

people an opportunity to gift sharing with the less fortunate.  

I admit that there are some excesses in eating and drinking.  

But it is right that people should be happy and celebrate at this 

time (Remember Moderation is a Virtue!).  Christ comes 

among us with his gifts of hope, joy, peace and light.  It is no 

time for long faces. 

I donôt agree for one moment that Christmas is devoid of 

religious meaning.  I think it acts as a great spiritual tonic to 

many people.  The churches are overflowing.  Many prodigals 

come back for good (at least for a day).  But even one day, they 

experience the warmth of Godôs house, Godôs love and Godôs 

community. 

I know that commercialism is rampart at this time.  But this 

shouldnôt surprise us or get us down.  Christ told us that there 

will be weeds among wheat right until the judgment day.  But 

this doesnôt mean that we have to leave the whole field to them.  

We must go on to sow the good seed.  Christmas is a 

marvelous opportunity to this. 

Someone says, ñChristmas has no room for Christ.ò  But let us 

never forget that there was no room for him either at the first 

time he came.  The inn-keeper refused to take him in, he still 

came anyway for those who were waiting for him.  Even if our 

world has little room for Christ, he still comes.  He comes to all 

those who, like Mary, Joseph and the shepherds, are ready to 

welcome him.  He will come to us too.  All we need is to make 

a little space for him in the manger of our heart. 

Christmas is also a time to give thanks.  First of all we thank 

God for the gift of Jesus.  That gift is the most precious of all. 

(Donôt forget to pick up a gift from your parish after 

Christmas Mass).  Then we thank the people who have done 

good things to us or have good impacts on our lives.  As a 

pastor, I would like to thank all of you for continually supporting 

me in this parish.  Without you I would not fulfill my vocation as 

a priest. I especially thank staff and those who are working 

closely with me and Fr. Matthew in different ministries.  I can 

do something but I canôt do it all.  You are the extended hands 

of Jesus to serve this community.  You have given time, talent 

and treasure to the parish much more than I do. 

Another thing I should mention is your generosity.  Thank you 

for your contributions to the finance of the parish and to help 

the victims of flood and typhoon in Medicine Hat, in High River 

and in the Philippines.  Thank you again. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  

 

 

 

 

 
 DID YOU KNOW? 

If you are experiencing 

hearing problems at any of 

our masses, perhaps this may 

solve your problem. Purchase 

a small pocket size FM radio, 

available at London Drugs, for 

$9.99 and set it to 90.1 FM. 
 



SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION                                                          
 

 
 

 
 

 
NEXT CLASSES 
 

******************************************************************************************************************************************************* 

JUNIOR CHOIR 
JUNIOR CHOIR sings at both St. Patrickôs and Holy Family Church.  

Weôre always looking for new members so please join us!! 
 

St. Patrickôs Saturday 5pm Mass ï Practice 3:45 before mass on the following dates: 
   January 11th     February 8th    March 8th    April 12th    May 10th   
 
 Holy Family Sunday 6pm Mass ï Practice 4:45 before mass                                   
**December 24th Christmas Eve 5pm ï practice time ï Sunday Dec. 22nd 1pm ï 2:30 or 3:00 
As well as the following dates:  
January 26th    February 23rd    March 30th    April 27th   May 25th  
 

*******************************************************************************************************************************************************YOUTH 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ACTIVITIES ARE NOW UPDATED ON THE WEBSITE: 

www.holyfamilymh.ca or www.stpatschurch.info 

YOUTH GROUP HAS A FACEBOOK. 

Medicine Hat Catholic Youth.  Become our friend to get updates 

on whatõs happening! 

 

Please be advised that 

changes may occur. If you 

have signed up you will be 

notified otherwise please 

check the bulletin on a 

regular basis. 

 1st Communion and Reconciliation Combined 
Saturday Jan 11 at 4:45am St. Patrickõs Church 
Sunday Jan 12 at 10:15am Holy Family Church                  
*Attendance to Family Fun Days are expected as part 
of this program.                                                      

Please check out websites for schedules for all the sacraments. 
St. Patrickôs Church ï www.stpatschurch.info/ & Holy Family Church ï www.holyfamilymh.ca 

 

Confirmation 
Saturday Jan 11 at 4:25pm Holy Family Faith Room 
Sunday Jan 12 at 5:25pm Holy Family Faith Room 
*Attendance of 1 Equip Night a month is mandatory 
for this program until May. 
 

Thank You to all the many volunteers 

that make the Youth Program 

possible! We are so grateful for all 

your contributions.  

 

Confirmation Mass for 2014 

Mandatory Rehearsal ï Saturday May 31st 9:30am at Holy Family Church 
**Both Candidate and Sponsor MUST attend 

Confirmation Mass Celebration ï Sunday June 1st 2:00pm at Holy Family 
**Candidate and Sponsors must be seated in the church by 1:30pm 

 

Thatôs all folks! 

Youth ministry events are 

winding down for the 

Christmas break. L 

But weôll be back J J J 

Keep posted by checking 

face book, bulletins, and the 

website! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
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