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August 24, 2014 - Twenty First Sunday in O

rdinary Time

1451 Strachan Road SE,
Medicine Hat, AB T1B-4V3
Phone: 403-527-6933 Fax: 403-526-2482
email: contact@holyfamilymh.ca
website: www.holyfamilymh.ca
Office Hrs. Monday to Friday - 8:30am to 4:30pm
Closed on Statutory Holidays
Calgary Diocesan: www.rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca

Pastor - Rev. Philip Le - frphilip@holyfamilymh.ca

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Robert Risling

Pastoral Care of the Sick — 403-977-7146
Youth Ministry medhatcatholicyouth@gmail.com

Medicine Hat Catholic Youth also on Facebook

Mass Times: Saturday - 5:00 pm

Sunday - 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00pm
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Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00-4:00pm
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1st Reading - Isaiah 22:19-23 :
The prophet declares the Lord will raise Eliakim to :
honor and authority over Jerusalem and Judah. He :
shall rule, opening and shutting to all with the “key /
of the House of David.”

Jesus asks his disciples what others call him. They 5
say people know him as a prophet. Jesus then asks :
what they call him. Peter replies, “the Son of the :
Living God.” Christ calls Peter “the rock,” the :
foundation of the Church, and hands him the keys to :
heaven. :

Welcome To Holy Family Parish

You have entered this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. Being a human, you enter this church as a creature of God; as a
baptized person, you enter it as a son or daughter of the Father in Christ. This house of God is therefore your family home. Come in then
with humility of mind, joy of heart and thanks on your lips. Acknowledge the Lord’s presence in the Tabernacle and adore Him. Come in
and pause in prayer in the midst of your busy life and its many worries. Be grateful for those who, for the Glory of God, built this place of
worship with faith and sacrifice, and sanctified it with their songs and prayers.

Anyone who wishes to practice the Catholic faith by attending this church may consider this parish as his’her own parish. You simply need
to register. Please indicate whether you are a new parishioner or have moved and are providing a new address. Thanknou.

Name

Spouse A
Address \
Postal Code Phone Email

Would you like Weekly Offering Envelopes? Yes

or No
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August 24, 2014

- Twenty Firs

inday in Ordinary Tim

PARISH UPCOMING EVENTS & INTENTIONS

Weekday Mass may be cancelled in the case of a funeral.

THE NARROW ROAD by Rob Hudec

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24™

21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

e Mass: 8:30am (Intention: Mary Bonagofsky t)
e Mass: 10:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish)
e Mass: 6:00pm (Intention: Annie Weisgerber 1)

MONDAY, AUGUST 25™
e Mass: 9:00am (Intention: Milley Fink 1)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26™
e Mass: 7:00pm (Intention: Mary Kunz)
e Adoration: Following Mass until 8:30pm

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27™
e Mass: 9:00am (Intention: Leroy Hammel )

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28™

e Men’s Prayer: 6:30am in the Charity Room

e Mass: 9:00am (Intention: Bob Desrosiers &
Maddison Paul)

e Mass: 1:30pm MHCBE New School Year Mass

e Holy Hour: 6:00pm

e Light Weigh: 7:00pm in the Hope Room

FRIDAY, AUGUST 29™
e Mass: 9:00am (Intention: Shawna Paul)
e Adoration: Following Mass until Noon

SATURDAY, AUGUST 30™

e Reconciliation: 3:00pm - 4:00pm

e Choir Practise: for 5:00pm Mass at 4:00pm

2274 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

e Mass: 5:00pm (Intention: Holy Family Benefactors t)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 315T

22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

e Mass: 8:30am (Intention: Holy Family Deceased 1)
e Mass: 10:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish)

e Mass: 6:00pm (Intention: Holy Family Deceased 1)

.I.

Rob Hudec has brought together some amazing talent of
all ages and has produced a beautiful spirit filled CD. THE
NARROW ROAD is a compilation of familiar gospel songs
with roots/acoustic musical work with Rob’s own
presentation without compromising the timeless melodies
of the hymns.

The album includes: Only A Shadow, Open My Eyes Lord,
Here | Am Lord, The Old Rugged Cross, Christ Be Our
Light, Immaculate Mary, O Come, O Come Emmanuel, Will
You Come And Follow Me, Be Not Afraid, Go Tell It On
The Mountain, How Great Thou Art, Were You There
When They Crucified My Lord & | Come To The Garden
Alone.

The CD is available at the front desk and at the office for
$20.00 each. Rod is donating $5.00 of each sale back to
Holy Family Parish.

PALIO OF CALGARY

Once again the fun family event of PALIO of CALGARY
will be celebrated on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2014.
Save the date for this fun filled family day at the Strathmore
Rodeo Grounds. The event will feature an open air Mass
with Bishop Henry, the running of the horses, exciting
entertainment and children’s activities. Tickets are
available at the office. Adults - $10.00, Senior’s - $5.00 and
Family's - $25.00. Go to www.palio.ca and
www.facebook.com/palioofcalgary for more details.

GRIEF SHARE

Grief Share is starting on Monday September 15, 2014 at
1pm in the Hope Room.
If you have lost a loved one and are grieving, Grief Share
is for you. Itis a Christian based, 13 week program.
You will find yourself among others who all share Grief.
You are not alone. We provide a confidential, support
group, with films and sharing.
Comments from those who attended the last session.

e |amnotalone

e Knowing others are there for you and going

through the same experience.

e Helped me cope

e Supportive and friendly

e Made new friends.
Please phone the Church office to register @ 403-527-
6933



http://www.palio.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/palioofcalgary

LIGHT WEIGH

Beginning the 2nd of September, It has been decided
that Light Weigh meetings will again be on Tuesday nights
at 7:00 PM.

BIBLE STUDY --- GALATIANS: SET FREE TO LIVE

FROM THE CALGARY DIOCESE

Paul’s letter to the Galatians speaks directly to the heart of
Christians and addresses the most important question we
can ask: “What must we do to be saved?” It speaks of the
extraordinary gift of salvation that Jesus has won for us,
and how we can unite ourselves to Christ’s redeeming
sacrifice.

In the new study by Galatians: Set Free to Live by Jeff
Cavins, learn what it means to have this filial relationship
with God the Father, how He honors us as His children,
and how we must honor Him as our loving Father.

Join us for “Galatians: Set Free to Live” BIBLE STUDY at
Holy Family Parish beginning on Thursday September 18,
2014 at 7:00pm in the Faith Room. For more information
contact Judy at 403-928-0737 or
judy.brown.2014@yahoo.com.

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE

The Medicine Hat Pregnancy and Family Support Centre
would like to thank the Wednesday Morning Bible Study
group and the office staff for their contributions to the Baby
Bottle Drive. A total of 759.15 was collected. This assists
us in purchasing many items our clients and their children
require.

FCJ CENTRE - CALGARY

An invitation to be part of an eight month spiritual
direction/accompaniment relationship free of charge.
The participants in the FCJ Christian Life Centre Spiritual
Direction Training Program (SDTP) have completed one
year of the program. They will begin their practicum in
spiritual direction this fall. As part of this segment of the
program, they will meet monthly from October 2014 to
May, 2015 with people who wish to reflect on and deepen
their personal relationship with God and to grow in living
out of that relationship. The SDTP student-director will
meet privately with the person in direction. The student-
directors will be supervised by one of our team of
experienced spiritual directors. There is no charge for
these sessions of spiritual direction. If you are interested,
please contact call the FCJ Christian Life Centre (403-228-
4215) or e-mail fcjcentre@fcjsisters.ca before September
1, 2014 and say that you would like to participate in the
SDTP as a volunteer directee.

A Special Mass for Nineveh (Mosul) Christians and all
Christians throughout the Middle East will be held on
Monday, August 25 at St. Mary’s Cathedral at 7 pm.
Bishop Frederick Henry will be presiding with
concelebrants Father Michel Kassas from Our Lady of
Peace Maronite Church and Father Noel Farman from the
Chaldean Community. All clergy and all laity in the diocese
are encouraged to attend.

We invite all the faithful to join us in prayer and solidarity at
this special mass where we will remember all Christians in
these regions who are currently experiencing great
persecution due to their faith.

Please encourage the faithful to also continue to pray for
peace in Mosul, Iraq and in the Middle East. May we
continue to pray in our homes, with our family and friends,
and in our hearts.

An Appeal to Assist Christian Iragis - The Holy Father
has appealed the world community to pray for peace and
security of persecuted Iragi Christians, particularly those
fleeing their homes in Mosul, Irag. Many have been
threatened with death and seizure of their homes and
personal possessions if they do not leave or convert.
1. Please include Iraqgi Christian refugees and those who
are being persecuted for their faith in your prayers of the
faithful.

2. You can make a donation to assist Iragi Christian
refugees.

CNEWA - Canada, the papal agency called Catholic Near
East Welfare Association, is collecting funds to assist
these refugees who are fleeing violence and persecution
in Irag. Our Diocese is accepting financial donations to
assist Iraqi refugee victims and all funds will be forwarded
to CNEWA-Canada.

Donations can be made as follows:
- by sending a cheque payable to your parish earmarked
"Christian Iraqi Relief Effort"

More information about CNEWA-Canada and their efforts
to help Christian Iragis can be found on their website :
http://www.cnewa.org/home.aspx?ID=26&pagetypelD=12
&sitecode=US

Sponsorship of Syrian Refugees

Calgary Catholic Immigration Society will be receiving
our Diocese first Syrian refugee families in the very
near future. They are seeking short-term financial
support from parishes or individuals willing to assist
with initial resettlement. Costs will vary according to
family size. If interested, please contact Antoinette
Godbout, CCIS Refugee Sponsorship Coordinator at 403-
290-5750 or e-mail at sponsorship@ccis-calgary.ab.ca.
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION REGISTRATION

For 1st Communion, Reconciliation & Confirmation

ST. PATRICK’S PARISH HALL

Wednesday'’s, September 17t & 24th at 7:00pm

HOLY FAMILY PARISH HALL

Thursday’s, September 18th & 25th at 7:00pm

Pick one date and location to attend! All 4 sessions are the
same.

RETROUVAILLE

RCIA:
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS

If you or anyone you know would like to join or to learn
about the Catholic Faith, please let Fr. Philip know.
The RCIA process will begin in September.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL &
FINANCE COUNCIL

Marriage Improvement Plan: Retrouvaille Weekend,
September 12-14, offers couples the chance to rediscover
themselves and their spouse, and rebuild a loving
relationship in their marriage. For information check the
website at www.helpourmarriagecalgary.com or to
register contact Ambrose & Marilyn at 403-220-9624.

MASS INTENTIONS

It is great to offer a Mass Intention for the Living or the
Deceased but due to the overwhelming amount of Mass
Intentions that we receive at Holy Family Parish we would
like to set some guidelines. We realize that people want
Masses on certain dates and some don’t care when it
happens. We have come up with some guidelines to help
make this process fairer for everybody.

When you request a Mass Intention you have 3 choices.

1. You may have the Intention sent away to be
distributed throughout the Diocese or it may be put
onto a Concelebrating List which is a list that a
second Priest at a Mass may take an Intention
from. There is no way of knowing the date on
these.

2. You may book up to 2 dates in separate months if
the requested date is available.

3. You may take the next available date.

When there is a funeral or occasion that draws many Mass
Intentions, 2 of these will be booked in 2 separate months
and the rest will be sent away to be distributed throughout
the Diocese.

This is in no way meant to deter you from requesting Mass
Intentions as we feel it is wonderful that there are so many
Prayers going out to so many people, we merely are trying
to improve and make it fair for everybody.

This September some members of both Parish Pastoral
and Finance Councils will finish their terms of service.
Some will “retire” and some will move to other ministries.
If you can serve in either Council please let Fr. Philip know.
Here are some Cannon Law Articles on Parish Pastoral
and Finance Councils:

Can. 536 §1. If the diocesan bishop judges it opportune
after he has heard the presbyteral council, a pastoral
council is to be established in each parish, over which the
pastor presides and in which the Christian faithful, together
with those who share in pastoral care by virtue of their
office in the parish, assist in fostering pastoral activity.

§2. A pastoral council possesses a consultative vote only
and is governed by the norms established by the diocesan
bishop.

Can. 537 In each parish there is to be a finance council
which is governed, in addition to universal law, by norms
issued by the diocesan bishop and in which the Christian
faithful, selected according to these same norms, are to
assist the pastor in the administration of the goods of the
parish, without prejudice to the prescript of __ can. 532
(Can. 532 In all juridic affairs the pastor represents the
parish according to the norm of law. He is to take care that
the goods of the parish are administered according to the
norm of __ cann. 1281-1288).

POPE’S TOP 10 HAPPINESS TIPS: FOCUS ON
LEISURE, FAMILY AND BEING POSITIVE

by Good News Network - August 18, 2014

In the July 27 issue of “Viva’, an Argentinian weekly
publication, Pope Francis revealed his Top 10 guidelines
for achieving happiness. He advocated for playing more,
especially with others and children, and toning down the
negativity. He placed importance on caring for our
environment and working for peace. Most surprising was
#9, an admonishment against religious proselytizing.

His advice to Argentinians for finding happiness was
translated into English by the Catholic News Service.

1. Live and let live. As they say in Rome, “Move forward
and let others do the same.”
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2. Be giving of yourself to others. If you withdraw into
yourself the ego may isolate you. “Stagnant water
becomes putrid,” he said.

3. “Proceed calmly” in life. Strive for the ability to move
with kindness and humility, along with that calmness.

4. A healthy sense of leisure. 40 percent of Americans
don’t take vacations because they don’'t want to get behind
in their work. The same fear goads us into checking our
phones constantly. Studies show that taking real vacations
and leisurely weekends prepare you better for problem-
solving and creativity. It leads to happiness too. The Pope
said parents must set aside time to play with their children,
even if schedules are full, and turn off the TV during dinner
so you can talk to one another.

5. Sundays should be holidays. “Sunday is for family,”
said the Pontiff, who wants a day-off for all workers.

6. Young people should be able to work. “We need to
be creative with young people. If they have no
opportunities they will get into drugs,” he said. “It's not
enough to give them food.” Dignity becomes a
bonus whenever they get rewarded for their own labor.

7. Respect and care for nature. Environmental
degradation is like mankind committing suicide, he told the
Argentinian reporter, and called it “one of the biggest
challenges we have.”

8. Stop being negative. “Needing to talk badly about
others indicates low self-esteem. That means, ‘I feel so low
that instead of picking myself up | have to cut others
down,” the pope said. “Letting go of negative things quickly
is healthy.”

9. Don’t proselytize; respect others’ beliefs. “The worst
thing of all is religious proselytism. The church grows by
attraction, not proselytizing: ‘l am talking with you in order
to persuade you,” No.”

10. Work for peace. “We are living in a time of many
wars (so) the call for peace must be shouted. Peace
sometimes gives the impression of being quiet, but it is
never quiet, peace is always proactive”.

THE POPE: PRAY FOR PEACE, DEEPEN YOUR
RESOLVE TO ACHIEVE IT

2014-08-19 Vatican Radio

‘And so ‘No’ to an economy of exclusion, ‘No’ to an
economy of selfishness, without ethics, ‘No’ to the spirit of
materialism. ‘No’, ‘No’, ‘No’. And a ‘yes’ to a personal
encounter with Jesus whom we want to carry always with
us. ‘Yes’ to the cry of the poor, the needy and the lonely
and ‘yes’ to the world that eagerly waits for us”.

With these words Oswald Cardinal Gracias, the
Archbishop of Bombay and President of the Federation of
Asian Bishops’ Conferences seemed to summarize how
well the Church in Asia had absorbed the words of Pope

Francis during his visit to South Korea. It is as if Cardinal
Gracias had gone round asking each of the 10 million
youth, who participated in the five days Daejeon
experience, for their impressions on the papal visit.
Cardinal Gracias goes on, ‘we leave the place with
memories of Daejeon and Korea. We are grateful to you
Most Holy Father for having been a true, loving and
gracious father to us”.

The last few days of Pope Francis’ visit to South Korea
have been remarkable. During the visit, he has said many
wonderful things. Nevertheless, as Vatican Radio’s
correspondent, Sean Lovett, who was among those who
travelled with Pope Francis to Korea said in one of his
reports to us, the word “peace”, was the one most often
repeated in the local articles and media stories reporting
on Pope Francis’ visit. This is in part, because the Pope
himself used the word, “peace” most frequently in his
speeches. It is also because for South Korea peace is at
the heart of a nation still officially at war with its neighbour
— North Korea.

But come to think of it, the whole world and not Korea alone
needs peace. The Guardian UK newspaper last week
quoted Dominique Shorten who is the head of emergency
fundraising at Save the Children. Shorten says, “we have
four emergency appeals open at the moment — Syria,
Gaza, South Sudan and (Central African Republic) CAR —
which is unprecedented, particularly as they're all focused
on conflict”. To this list one could easily add the conflict
ignited by the Islamic State in Iraq, conflicts in Ukraine,
Afghanistan, Congo DR, Somalia and Libya. The list could
actually still go on. One is then justified in asking as did the
Guardian UK last week, “Gaza, Ebola, Irag...are we
approaching disaster overload?” The answer is both yes
and no.

Yes, because the more the world seems to hear of these
disasters, the more the world’s sensibilities and empathy
seem blunted. No, because as Pope Francis has reminded
us again and again in Korea and elsewhere we simply
cannot give up on peace. Surely, Pope Francis did not only
have in mind Korean youth when he said, “l think it is
especially important for us to reflect on the need to give our
young people the gift of peace”. Speaking to diplomats and
Government officials accredited to South Korea, Pope
Francis said, “Korea’s quest for peace is a cause close to
our hearts, for it affects the stability of the entire area and
indeed of our whole war-weary world”.

During this whole apostolic trip, Pope Francis seems to be
keenly aware of the hurdles that lie in the way of peace. He
told his audience, “the quest for peace also represents a
challenge for each of us and in a particular way for those
of you dedicated to the pursuit of the common good of the
human family through the patient work of diplomacy. It is



the perennial challenge of breaking down the walls of
distrust and hatred by promoting a culture of reconciliation
and solidarity. For diplomacy, as the art of the possible, is
based on the firm and persevering conviction that peace
can be won through quiet listening and dialogue, rather
than by mutual recriminations, fruitless criticisms and
displays of force”.

Pope Francis continues by saying “peace is not simply the
absence of war, but “the work of justice” and justice, as a
virtue, calls for the discipline of forbearance; it demands
that we not forget past injustices but overcome them
through forgiveness, tolerance and cooperation. It
demands the willingness to discern and attain mutually
beneficial goals, building foundations of mutual respect,
understanding and reconciliation. May all of us dedicate
these days to peace, to praying for it and deepening our
resolve to achieve it’.

In the end that is what many took away from the visit of
Pope Francis to South Korea -a message of peace. As
aptly said by Cardinal Gracias to Pope Francis on the last
day of the 6th Asian Youth Day, “we have been awakened
from the soporific slumber that engulfed us. In this slumber
our eyes were closed to the joy of the Gospel, our minds
clouded from seeing the beautiful vision of the Kingdom of
God and our hearts dulled to experience the warmth of
Jesus' love for us. But now after these five days in Daejeon
we have rekindled our passion for the Gospel, revitalized
our youthful spirit, and understood more deeply our
baptismal consecration and the meaning of true
discipleship”.

FR. PHILIP’S

In July we had 5 weddings and in August we have 4.
Congratulations to all of you who have an anniversary of
your wedding in August. A lot of elements keep marriage
together but also a lot of factors break marriage apart.
Taking each other for granted is one of them. Here is an
example:

A police officer pulled over a speeding car. The officer said,
| clocked you at 80 miles per hour, sir."

The driver answered, "Gee, officer | had it on cruise control
at 60; perhaps your radar gun needs calibrating." Not
looking up from her knitting the wife said: "Now don't be
silly dear, you know that this car doesn't have cruise
control." As the officer wrote out the ticket, the driver
looked over at his wife and growled, "Can't you please
keep your mouth shut for once?" The wife smiled demurely
and said, "You should be thankful your radar detector went
off when it did."

As the officer made out the second ticket for the illegal
radar detector unit, the man glared at his wife and said
through clenched teeth, "Darn it, woman, can't you keep

your mouth shut?" The officer frowned and said, "And |
notice that you're not wearing your seat belt, sir. That's an
automatic $75 fine."
The driver said, "Yeah, well you see officer, | had it on, but
| took it off when you pulled me over so that | could get my
license out of my back pocket." The wife spoke, "Now,
dear, you know very well that you didn't have your seat belt
on. You never wear your seat belt when you're driving.”
And as the police officer was writing out the third ticket the
driver turned to his wife and barked, "WHY DON'T YOU
PLEASE SHUT UP?" The officer looks over at the woman
and asked, "Does your husband always talk to you this
way, Ma'am?"

(I love this part...)
"Oh no, only when he's been drinking."
In this weekend’s Gospel we see Jesus talking about the
new sacred order, the Church. He begins by telling Simon
his insight (“You are the Christ, Son of the Living God”) did
not come from the natural order, but from the Father. Then
he changes Simon's name to rock, stating that upon him
he will build his church. Those words rankle people who
want Jesus' Church to become a free-flowing, egalitarian
institution. But it gets worse.
Jesus not only identifies Peter as the rock foundation of his
Church, he gives him extraordinary powers. The Old
Testament reading tells about Eliakim who replaces a
palace official named Shebna. The process involved
having the “key of the house of David” placed on his
shoulder. It gave him an authority next to the King.
Likewise, Jesus entrusts the “keys of the kingdom” to
Peter, so he can open and shut, loose and bind.
“What happened to the keys? Were they buried with
Peter?” They were not. He passed them to his successor,
in this case Linus (the second Pope), who in turn gave
them to Cletus (the third Pope). “Who holds the keys
today?” Pope Francis. Jesus meant the keys to be handed
on is evident from his words, “the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it (my church).”
Thus Jesus established a sacred order, a hierarchy for his
Church. It does not mean every utterance of the pope will
be correct. Nor does it mean his every action will be holy.
History unfortunately provides many examples to the
contrary. But it does mean we can trust that the Holy Spirit
will use the Church’s teachings, which Jesus set up, to give
us sound doctrine.
This is no small guarantee. When you consider how many
divergent teachings have sprung up (all of them claiming a
Scriptural basis) it is quite amazing the 267 popes from
Peter to Francis have held such a steady course. Small
credit goes to human holiness or wisdom. Even Peter, so
close to Christ, made embarrassing stumbles. For the
office of Peter we can only give credit to Christ and his Holy
Spirit. He willed a sacred order for his Church. Our task
today is to see beyond scandals and disappointments —
and to find our place within that order.



