
 

Pastor - Rev. Philip Le - frphilip@holyfamilymh.ca 
Assoc. Pastor ð Fr. Albert Sayson ð 

fralbert@holyfamilymh.ca   
Deacon:  Rev. Mr. Robert Risling - 
Robert.Risling@calgarydiocese.ca  

Pastoral Care of the Sick ð Fr. Francis Tran - 403-977-4656 
Youth Ministry - medhatcatholicyouth@gmail.com 

Medicine Hat Catholic Youth also on Facebook  
Sacramental Preparation ð Sally Myersð 

sallym@holyfamilymh.ca 
Catholic Womenõs League (CWL President) Wanda Anctil - 

wanctil@memlane.com 403-526-4058 
Knights of Columbus 9502 ð (Grand Knight) Keith Crush -  

gkcrush9502@gmail.comð 403-527-6459 
Parish Pastoral Council ð (Chair) Michael Stafford-Mayer ð 
Michael.stafford-mayer@scotiabank.com ð 587-289-3877 
(Sec.) Pat Ries ð pjries@memlane.com ð 403-527-8915 

Parish Finance Council ð (Chair) Karen Melle ð 
klmelle@telus.net ð 403-526-4604 

Parish Planning Committee ð (Chair) George Kambeitz - 
gjkam@shaw.ca - 403-527-5675 
 Mass Times: Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Sunday - 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00pm 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00-4:00pm 

1451 Strachan Road SE,  
Medicine Hat, AB T1B-4V3  

Fax:  403-526-2482 
 email: contact@holyfamilymh.ca      

Office Hrs. Monday to Friday - 8:30am to 4:30pm  
Closed on Statutory Holidays 

Calgary Diocesan: www.rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome To Holy Family Parish 
You have entered this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God.  Being a human, you enter this church as a creature of God; as a 
baptized person, you enter it as a son or daughter of the Father in Christ.  This house of God is therefore your family home.  Come in then 
with humility of mind, joy of heart and thanks on your lips.  Acknowledge the Lordôs presence in the Tabernacle and adore Him.  Come in 
and pause in prayer in the midst of your busy life and its many worries.  Be grateful for those who, for the Glory of God, built this place of 
worship with faith and sacrifice, and sanctified it with their songs and prayers. 
Anyone who wishes to practice the Catholic faith by attending this church may consider this parish as his/her own parish.  You simply need to 
register.  Please indicate whether you are a new parishioner or have moved and are providing a new address.  Thank you. 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Spouse ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Postal Code _________________Phone ______________________Email____________________________________ 
                                     Would you like Weekly Offering Envelopes? Yes _______ or No _______ 

 

 

Website: www.holyfamilymh.ca                                  Phone:  403-527-6933 
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PARISH UPCOMING EVENTS & INTENTIONS 

Weekday Mass may be cancelled in the case of a 
funeral. 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH   
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

¶ 8:30 Mass Choir Practise @ 8:00am 

¶ Mass: 8:30am (Intention: Janet Heck À) 

¶ 1st Reconciliation/CommunionClass 10:15am FaithRm 

¶ Mass 10:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish) 

¶ CoffeeTime 11:30am 

¶ Baptism 2:00pm  

¶ 6:00Mass Choir Practise @ 5:00pm 

¶ Mass: 6:00pm (Intention: Anne Weicker À) 

¶ Unchained 7:00pm Faith Room 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7TH                   
¶ Mass: 9:00am (Intention: Yvon Tetrault À) 

¶ Chinook Village 10:00am Communion 

¶ GriefShare 1:00pm Hope Room 

¶ K of C Exec. Mtg. 7:00pm Faith Room 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8TH    
¶ SVDP Meeting 4:00pm St. Patrickôs Parish 

¶ 1st Reconciliation Penitential Service 4:30pm at  
St. Patrickõs Parish 

¶ Mass: 6:00pm (Intention: Helen Stillinger À) 

¶ Followed by Adoration until 8:30pm 

¶ CWL Potluck Supper 6:30pm HFP Hall 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9TH  
¶ Womenôs P&W 6:50am Faith Room 

¶ Mass 9:00am (Intention: Gabriel Zavala À) 

¶ Breakfast after Mass in the Hall 

¶ Bible Study 9:30am Faith Room  

¶ Sunnyside 1:30pm Communion 

¶ Good Samôs 3:30pm Communion 

¶ 1st Reconciliation Penitential Service 4:30pm at  

¶ St. Patrickõs Parish 

¶ 6:00Mass Choir Practise @ 6:00pm 

¶ RCIA Potluck 6:00pm HFP Hall 

¶ Light Weigh 7:00pm Charity Room 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10TH  
¶ Menôs Prayer Group 6:30am Charity Room 

¶ Mass 9:00am (Intention: Helen Miller À) 

¶ Breakfast in the Hall after Mass 

¶ Holy Hour 6:00pm 

¶ 10:30Mass Choir Practise @ 6:30pm 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11TH  

¶ Mass 9:45am (Intention: Kay & Val Weigel À) with  
St. Patrickôs School 

¶ Meadowlands 10:30am Communion 

¶ Wellington 10:00am Mass 

¶ EQUIP 7:00pm St. Patrickôs Parish Hall 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12TH   
¶ TMIY 7:30am HFP Hall 

¶ Baptism 11:00am 

¶ Reconciliation 3:00pm ð 4:00pm 

¶ 5:00 Mass Choir Practice @ 4:00pm 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT ð MISION MEXICO 

¶ Mass 5:00pm (Intention: Alice Lambert À) 

¶ CWL BAKE SALE TODAY 

¶ Pure Witness Concert 7:00pm HFP Hall 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH   
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT ð MISSION MEXICO 

¶ CWL BAKESALE TODAY 

¶ PARISH BREAKFAST AFTER BOTH AM MASSES 

¶ 8:30 Mass Choir Practise @ 8:00am 

¶ Mass: 8:30am (Intention: Joseph Dirk À) 

¶ Mass 10:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish) 

¶ 6:00Mass Choir Practise @ 5:00pm 

¶ Mass: 6:00pm (Intention: Ed M Tumbach À) 

¶ Unchained 7:00pm Faith Room 
 

FM 90.1 Enjoy Mass through your Radio.  

 
SUNDAYõS READINGS 
December 5/6: 2nd Sunday in Advent  

First Reading (Bar. 5:1-9). God's message to his Church: 
He bids us wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior 
Jesus Christ. The prophet tries to describe to his 
contemporaries 'the thing that no eye has seen and no ear 
has heard, things beyond the mind of man, all that God has 
prepared for those who love him.' 
 
Second Reading (2 Pet. 3:8-14). The Lord is beyond our 
months and years, beyond our measurement. He seems 
slow? No, he is being patient because he wants all to be 
saved. He will show himself at the end of time. 

Gospel (Luke 3:1-6). The Baptist is the herald of Christ. 
Here Luke is plunging and firmly inserting the event into its 
historical context. Preparing a way for the Lord can well 
mean very radical changes in our life style. 

 



  

OPERATING FINANCES  

November 26th to December 3rd, 2015  
 

Parish Operating Budget 2015 $ 12,192 

General Collections $ 19,703 

Exceed or (Shortfall) $   7,511 
  

Building Fund Budget 2015 $   4,423 

Building Fund Collections $   6,549 

Exceed or (Shortfall) $  2,126 

 
SACRAMENT CLASSES 

 
1ST COMMUNION CLASSES 
Saturday, January 9th at 4:45pm at 
St. Patrickôs Parish Hall 
Sunday, January 10th at 10:15am at 
Holy Family Parish Faith Room 
 
1st Reconciliation Penitential Service 

December 8th & 9th, 2015 
4:30pm @ St. Patrick's Parish 
MAKE SURE TO SIGN UP!!! 

 
1st Communion Parents Meeting 
Thursday, January 14th at 7:00pm at  
Holy Family Parish - Faith Room 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES  
Saturday, January 9th at 3:30pm at 

Holy Family Parish Faith Room 
Sunday, January 10th at 4:30pm at  

Holy Family Parish Faith Room 
 

All Confirmation Parents Meeting 
Thursday, January 21st at 7:00pm at  

Holy Family Parish - Faith Room 
 

If you have any questions about the 
sacrament classes contact 

Sally at 403-527-6933 or email 
sallym@holyfamilymh.ca 

 

Thank You for your Generosity! 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF OUR 
DEARLY DEPARTEDé 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THOSE WHO 
RECEIVED SACRAMENTSé 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

¢aL¸ aŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

 
Saturday Dec 12 
¢ƘŜƳŜ άDeveloping a Spiritual Plan of Lifeέ  
At Holy Family Parish Hall  
7:30 am Breakfast, 8:00 am Meeting  
9:00 am Conclusion.  
 

Special Collectionsé 

TIA/Peace & Development $ 883 

Disaster/Refugee Relief $ 20 

World Missions $ 22 

St Vincent de Paul $ 1,827 

Youth Ministry $ 323 

Seminary Fund $ 10 

Clergy Retirement Fund $ 10 

Gift Sharing Sunday $ 3,636 
Catholic Education $  1,000 

CARO $  25 

Womenõs Shelter $ 50 
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DECEMBER 6TH: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

When we go out to meet others we take care to put on the 
right clothes, wash our face, style our hair, and look our 
best. John the Baptist looked rough on the outside but the 
message of Jesus was heard through his words and 
actions. All who have been baptised have a responsibility 
to proclaim the Gospel and witness the Christian life. This 
Advent, consider not only your physical appearance but 
whether your words and actions set an example of 
Christian discipleship for others to follow. The sacrament of 
reconciliation is an opportunity to prepare the way of the 
Lord by preparing ourselves to be more authentic 
witnesses to the Gospel. 
Action: This week, go proclaim the Gospel with your 
actions. Become an agent of love; do a random act of 
kindness.  

PENITENTIAL SERVICE  

There will be a Penitential Service here at Holy 

Family Parish on Tuesday, December 15, at 7 pm. 

There will be several priests here for reconciliation.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

During Advent, beside the regular time for Sacrament of 

Reconciliation on Saturday from 3-4 pm we have extra 

time for you to receive this wonderful sacrament: 

Wednesdays Dec. 9, 16, 23 from 7:30 to 8:30 pm. 

 CATHOLIC WOMENõS LEAGUE 

CWL Christmas Potluck Supperé 

The CWL Christmas potluck supper will be held on 

Tuesday, December 8 in the church hall after the 6:00 p.m. 

Mass. All CWL members are welcome to bring 1 guest for 

an evening of fun and fellowship. A silver collection will be 

taken for the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

CWL Christmas Bake Saleé 

Will be held on December 12th & 13th at all the Masses. We 

invite all CWL Members and Parishioners to donate 

Christmas baking. Baking will be gratefully accepted 

between 10:00am and 1:00pm inside the front entrance of 

the church. 

Membershipsé 

CWL membership dues ($25.00) can be paid beginning 

now.  If you have a box of envelopes there is an envelope 

in the box for your CWL dues or use a plain white envelope 

clearly marked CWL membership dues on it along with your 

name and phone number. Do not forget to give your change 

of address so the records can be kept up to date. If you 

have any questions please call Rita at 403-527-7580. 

 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Knights of Columbus Members & their Families Spaghetti 

Supper 6:00pm on December 14th at Holy Family Parish in 

the Hall. Sister Vicky and Sister Clem will be leading us in 

Christmas carols as well as Bro Joe Lutz will have some 

entertainment too. 

LEGION OF MARY 

Legion of Mary Annual General Reunion Celebration  
Monday, Dec. 7 from 7:00 - 8:00 pm in St. Patrick's Church 
Hall. All Legionnaires are invited to attend. Please bring a 
snack and your singing voice for Christmas Carols.  

SENIORS CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 

The next Seniorôs Tea is our Christmas Potluck on 
December 11th at 12:30pm in the parish hall. 
Sign-up sheet is at the back of the church. Please sign up 
by December 8th. Entertainment will be provided by Family 
Circleé Join in the Caroling.  
Bring your favorite salad or dessert and big smiles. 

 
 
 

òTHANK YOUó TO ANNE 
- ñAre you going to install stained glass windows, father?ò 
- ñWe have to pay off the debt first.ò 
- ñAfter paying off our debt, are you going to install stained 
glass windows?ò 
- ñIôm not sure.  Itôs up to the people and the Bishop.ò 
Last week we received $240,000 from Anne Wolfeôs Estate, 
who died December 4, 2014.  May she be received into 
eternity with God!  May her goodness follow her! 

Please remember our benefactors in your prayer. 
We offer monthly Masses for our benefactors. 

Be kind to put the name of your parish in your ñLiving 
Will.ò  Generations will pray for you. 
Thanks. Fr. Philip 
 

The Knights of Columbus are going to 

be cooking up a Parish Breakfast once 

again on December 13.  

Come enjoy the  

Delicious eats  

and great  

Fellowship! 



CHRIST THE KING TOUR 2015 

Pure Witness Ministries presents: Christ the King Tour 
2015.   Let us prepare our hearts to welcome Christ the 
King this Christmas! Join us for an evening of entertainment 
for the whole family!  This concert is to help us to raise 
money to support the work of evangelization as Pure 
Witness Missionaries minister to youth and families in 
schools and parishes across Western Canada.  The 
concert will be held at Holy Family Parish Hall in 
Medicine Hat, AB on Saturday, December 12th.  We 
hope to see you there! 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  

During this season of Advent as we prepare our hearts and 
homes for Christmas, we also take the time to count our 
blessings.  Thanks to your regular and generous donations, 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society is able to help out needy 
families and individuals who have nowhere else to turn.  
The volunteers of our St. Vincent de Paul Society wish to 
extend their sincere gratitude to you for your donations and 
your prayers.  We pray that God will continue to bless you 
and your family.  Have a wonderful Christmas! 
In the words of Mother Teresa:   
ñIt is not how much we do, but how much love we put in the 
doing.  It is not how much we give, but how much love we 
put in the giving.ò 

MISSION MEXICO 2015 

Bishop Henry has once again declared the feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe (December 12) Mission Mexico Day in 
our diocese. Donations may be made through our parish 
collections on the weekend of December 12-13. Our goal 
is to have every parishioner in our diocese contribute a 
"loonie" to the collection.   
Mission Mexico is an outreach project of Catholics in the 
Diocese of Calgary. Our goal is to provide funding for 
micro-economic, education, health and human rights 
projects in one of the poorest regions in the state of 
Guerrero, Mexico.  
To get more information about Mission Mexico, please visit 
their website at: http://www.MissionMexico.com 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY ð BROOKS 

Christ the Redeemer Catholic Schools are a large and fast 
growing organization providing high quality education in a 
faith-filled Christ-centered environment.   
We are accepting applications for a Family School Liaison 
Worker to work as part of a team, providing service to 
students from grades 5-12 at Christ the King Academy, St. 
Josephôs Collegiate and St. Lukeôs Outreach Centre, all 
located in the city of Brooks, Alberta.   
Full details are on our website. 
www.redeemer.ab.ca, employment, career opportunities, 
support staff, active postings 

ST. THERESA'S ACADEMY HISTORIC MONUMENT 
PROJECT 

Thanks to your many generous donations the Committee is 
pleased to report that the fundraising is now complete and 
has met budget requirements. The cupola has been 
restored, the forms for the concrete base are installed on 
site at St. Patrick's, and the concrete will likely be poured 
before year's end. 
However, we will not be able to install and dedicate the 
monument until the spring of 2016. Problems in co-
ordinating volunteer agencies and the need to landscape 
the site make a winter installation and dedication ceremony 
impractical. 
Thanks again for your generosity and patience. 

CHRISTMAS BUS SERVICE 

There will be no bus service on Christmas day or New 
Years day but regular busing will occur on the Sundays in 
between. 

 

THE TESTIMONY OF CATALINA 
ON THE HOLY MASS 

The following is taken from the writings of the Bolivian 
mystic Catalina Rivas. The visions described below are 
the product of divinely inspired mystical experiences. 
Through these moving images, God seeks to 
underscore the importance of the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist and tell the whole truth about what 
transpires during every Holy Mass. 
 éThe celebrant said the words of the Consecration.  He 
was a person of normal height, but suddenly he began to 
grow, becoming filled with light, a supernatural light 
between white and gold that enveloped him and grew very 
strong around the face. And because of it I could not see 
his features.  When he raised the Host, I saw his hands and 
on the back of his hands he had some marks from which 
emanated a great deal of light. It was Jesus!  It was Him 
Who was wrapping His Body around the celebrant, as if He 
were lovingly surrounding the hands of the Archbishop.  At 
that moment the Host began to grow and became 
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enormous and upon it the marvelous face of Jesus 
appeared looking at His people. 
By instinct I wanted to bow my head and Our Lady said: 
ñDo not look down.  Look up to view and contemplate 
Him.  Exchange your gaze with His and repeat the 
prayer of Fatima: Lord, I believe, I adore, I trust and I 
love You.  I ask pardon for those who do not believe, 
do not adore, do not trust and do not love You.  
Forgiveness and Mercyé Now tell Him how much you 
love Him and pay your homage to the King of Kings.ò  
I told it to Him and it seemed as if I was the only one He 
was looking at from the enormous Host.  But I learned that 
this was the way He gazed at each person, with love to the 
fullest. Then I lowered my head until I had my forehead on 
the floor, as did all the Angels and the blessed from 
Heaven.  Perhaps for a fraction of a second, I wondered 
how Jesus was taking on the body of the celebrant and at 
the same time He was inside the Host. And as he lowered 
the Host, it returned to its normal size.  Tears ran down my 
cheeks; I was unable to let go of my astonishment. 
Immediately Monsignor said the words of the Consecration 
of the wine and, as the words were being said, lightning 
appeared from the heavens and in the background.  The 
walls and ceiling of the church had disappeared.  All was 
dark but for that brilliant light from the Altar. 
Suddenly, suspended in the air I saw Jesus crucified.   I 
saw Him from the head to the lower part of the chest.  The 
cross beam of the Cross was sustained by some large, 
strong hands.  From within this resplendent light, a small 
light, like a very brilliant, very small dove, came forth and 
flew swiftly all over the Church.  It came to rest on the left 
shoulder of the Archbishop, who continued to appear as 
Jesus because I could distinguish His long hair, His 
luminous wounds and His large body, but I could not see 
His Face. 
Above was Jesus crucified, His head fallen upon His right 
shoulder. I was able to contemplate His face, beaten arms 
and torn flesh.  On the right side of His chest He had an 
injury and blood was gushing out toward the left side and 
toward the right side, what looked like water, but it was very 
brilliant.  They were more like jets of light coming forth 
towards the faithful, and moving to the right and to the left.    
I was amazed at the amount of blood that was flowing out 
toward the Chalice.  I thought it would overflow and stain 
the whole Altar, but not a single drop was spilled.   
At that moment the Virgin Mary said: ñThis is the miracle 
of miracles.  I have said to you before that the Lord is 
not constrained by time and space.  At the moment of 
the Consecration, all the assembly is taken to the foot 
of Calvary, at the instant of the crucifixion of Jesus.ò 
Can anyone imagine that?  Our eyes cannot see it, but we 
are all there at the very moment that they are crucifying 
Jesus.  And He is asking for forgiveness to the Father, not 

only for those who killed Him, but also for each one of our 
sins: ñFather forgive them because they know not what 
they do.ò 
From that day on, I do not care if the world thinks I am 
crazy, but I ask everybody to kneel and try to live, with their 
heart and with all their sensibility that they are capable of, 
this privilege that the Lord grants us. 
  (To be continued next week). 

 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE FEAST DAY: DEC. 12 

On December 12th, the church of the Americas celebrates 
the feast of her patroness, Our Lady of Guadalupe. Of 
Mexican origin, Our Lady of Guadalupe has a message and 
a vision that extends to all the Americas. Legend has it that 
she appeared first to the peasant Juan Diego in 1531 near 
Tepeyac Mexico. Her face is a face of mixed races, and her 
language, Nahuatl, the language of the indigenous people. 
Pope John Paul II called her the star of the first and new 
evangelization; with her apparition a new church was born 
out of the encounter between the old and new worlds. Our 
Lady of Guadalupe is for the family of the American 
continent a maternal symbol of unity, liberation, and 
healing.  Lutheran theologian, José David Rodríguez Jr., 
describes what this liberation means for all people of the 
American continent. "The true intent of the [Guadalupe] 
story is not to bring people to venerate an image of the 
Virgin. The purpose of the story is to challenge people then 
as well as today to join in an ancient biblical tradition, a very 
important and popular tradition that the early Christian 
community attributed to the Virgin Mary. It is the tradition 
that is so eloquently presented in the Magnificat. . . . It is a 
tradition of a God who loves all human beings. But for this 
love to be actualized, God 'scatters the proud, puts down 
the mighty from their thrones and exalts those of low 
degree' (Luke 1:51-52). . . . God's liberation of the poor and 
oppressed also calls for the liberation of the rich and 
mighty. The oppressed are not called to take vengeance on 
the powerful but to liberate them from their own violence. 
The humble are not raised to dominate over others but to 
get rid of all forms domination. Slaves are not liberated to 
put others in bondage but to rid the world of slavery. God 
became human in the son of Mary to transform us from 
arrogant and selfish beings to true 'humanized' beings. . . . 
The story of the Virgin of Guadalupe is part of a broader 
story of the great saving acts of God in history. The good 
news for us is that we are invited to be part of that wonderful 
and meaningful story."  
  



  


