
 

Pastor - Rev. Philip Le - frphilip@holyfamilymh.ca 
Assoc. Pastor ð Fr. Albert Sayson ð 

fralbert@holyfamilymh.ca   
Deacon:  Rev. Mr. Robert Risling - 
Robert.Risling@calgarydiocese.ca  

Pastoral Care of the Sick ð Fr. Francis Tran - 403-977-4656 
Youth Ministry - medhatcatholicyouth@gmail.com 

Medicine Hat Catholic Youth also on Facebook  
Sacramental Preparation ð Sally Myersð 

sallym@holyfamilymh.ca 
Catholic Womenõs League (CWL President) Jackie Metcalfe 

ð jmetcalfe2016@gmail.com 403-581-5479 
Knights of Columbus 9502 ð (Grand Knight) Keith Crush -  

gkcrush9502@gmail.comð 403-527-6459 
Parish Pastoral Council ð (Chair) Michael Stafford-Mayer ð 
Michael.stafford-mayer@scotiabank.com ð 587-289-3877 
(Sec.) Pat Ries ð pjries@memlane.com ð 403-527-8915 

Parish Finance Council ð (Chair) Karen Melle ð 
klmelle@telus.net ð 403-526-4604 

Parish Planning Committee ð (Chair) George Kambeitz - 
gjkam@shaw.ca - 403-527-5675 
 Mass Times: Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Sunday - 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00pm 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00-4:00pm 

1451 Strachan Road SE,  
Medicine Hat, AB T1B-4V3  

Fax:  403-526-2482 
 email: contact@holyfamilymh.ca      

Office Hrs. Monday to Friday - 8:30am to 4:30pm  
Closed on Statutory Holidays 

Calgary Diocesan: www.rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome To Holy Family Parish 
You have entered this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God.  Being a human, you enter this church as a creature of God; as a 
baptized person, you enter it as a son or daughter of the Father in Christ.  This house of God is therefore your family home.  Come in then 
with humility of mind, joy of heart and thanks on your lips.  Acknowledge the Lordôs presence in the Tabernacle and adore Him.  Come in 
and pause in prayer in the midst of your busy life and its many worries.  Be grateful for those who, for the Glory of God, built this place of 
worship with faith and sacrifice, and sanctified it with their songs and prayers. 
Anyone who wishes to practice the Catholic faith by attending this church may consider this parish as his/her own parish.  You simply need to 
register.  Please indicate whether you are a new parishioner or have moved and are providing a new address.  Thank you. 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Spouse ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Postal Code _________________Phone ______________________Email____________________________________ 
                                     Would you like Weekly Offering Envelopes? Yes _______ or No _______ 

 

 

Website: www.holyfamilymh.ca                                  Phone:  403-527-6933 
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PARISH UPCOMING EVENTS & INTENTIONS 
Weekday Mass may be cancelled in the case of a 

funeral. 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 27TH  
EASTER SUNDAY 

¶ 8:30 Mass Choir Practise @ 8:00am 
¶ Mass: 8:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish) 
¶ Mass 10:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish) 
¶ No Coffee Time Today 
¶ 2 Baptisms at 1:00pm 
¶ Divine Mercy Novena 3:00pm  
¶ No 6:00pm Mass 
 
EASTER MONDAY, MARCH 28TH      
¶ OFFICE CLOSED 
¶ Mass 9:00am (Intention: Geoff Flynn) 
¶ Chinook Village 10:00am Mass 
¶ Funeral 1:00pm Catherine Cassey 
¶ GriefShare moved to Tuesday this week 
¶ Divine Mercy Novena 3:00pm 
¶ Prayer & Praise will resume April 11 
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 29TH     
¶ GriefShare 1:00pm Faith Room 
¶ Devine Mercy Novena 3:00pm 
¶ SVDP Meeting 4:00pm Hope Room 
¶ Mass 7:00pm (Intention: Ethel Weinberger À) 
¶ Adoration following Mass until 8:30pm 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30TH       
¶ Womenôs Praise & Worship 6:50am Faith Room 
¶ Mass 9:00am (Intention: Dorothy Samuel À) 
¶ Breakfast after Mass in the Hall 
¶ Bible Study will resume April 13th  
¶ Sunnyside 1:30pm Communion 
¶ Divine Mercy Novena 3:00pm 
¶ Good Samôs 3:30pm Communion 
¶ 6:00 Mass Choir Practice 6:00pm 
¶ RCIA will resume April 6th  
¶ Light Weigh 7:00pm Charity Room 
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 31ST  
¶ Menôs Prayer 6:30am Charity Room 
¶ Mass 9:00 am (Intention: John W Schafer À) 
¶ Breakfast after Mass in the Hall 
¶ Divine Mercy Novena 3:00pm 
¶ Holy Hour 6:00pm  
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 1ST    
¶ Mass 9:00am (Intention: Madeleine Riffel À) 
¶ Adoration until 10:30am 
¶ Breakfast after Mass in the Hall 

¶ Wellington 10:00am Mass 
¶ Meadowlands 10:30am Communion 
¶ Divine Mercy Novena 3:00pm 
¶ Wedding Rehearsal 5:00pm 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 2ND   
¶ TMIY 7:30am HFP Hall 
¶ Wedding 1:00pm 
¶ Hall Rental 1:00pm ï 10:00pm 
¶ Reconciliation 3:00 ð 4:00pm 
¶ Divine Mercy Novena 3:00pm 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
¶ Mass 5:00pm (Intention: Alvin Hoffman À) 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 3RD   
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

¶ 8:30 Mass Choir Practise @ 8:00am 
¶ Mass: 8:30am (Intention: Rose Zubot À) 
¶ Mass 10:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish) 
¶ Coffee Time 11:30am Hosting: Pastoral Council 
¶ Divine Mercy Novena 3:00pm 
¶ Divine Mercy Potluck Reception 4:00pm HFP Hall 
¶ 6:00 Mass Choir Practise @ 5:00pm 
¶ 6:00pm Mass (Intention: Anna Bell À) 

_________________________ 
 
SUNDAY READINGS 
 
Easter Sunday, March 26/27 
 
First Reading (Acts. 10:34, 36-43).  
This is part of an early sermon preached by St. 
Peter.  He tells how he was a witness to the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus.  The risen Jesus 
is the Savior of all those who believe in him, as 
well as the Judge of the living and the dead. 
 
Second Reading (Col. 3: 1-4).   
Through our Baptism we already share in the 
risen life   of Christ, though in a hidden and 
mysterious way.  St. Paul urges us live a life 
worth of Christ, to set our mind on things above. 
 
The Gospel (John 20: 1-18). 
Early on Easter morning some of the disciples 
discovered that Jesusô tomb was empty.  Then 
the truth of what the Scriptures had foretold 
began to dawn on them ï That Jesus must rise 
from the dead. 
 
 

 

 



WEEKLY OPERATING FINANCES  

March 17th ð March 24th, 2016 
 

Parish Operating Budget 2016 $ 15,788 

General Collections $ 16,595 

Exceed or (Shortfall) $      807 
  

Future Development  
(Building Fund) 

$      845 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Collectionsé 

TIA/Peace & Development $ 437 

Disaster/Refugee Relief $ 5,025 

World Missions $ 56 

St Vincent de Paul $ 1,322 

Youth Ministry $ 357 

Mission Mexico $ 75 

Seminary Fund $ 10 

Clergy Retirement Fund $ 20 

Holy Land $ 35 

Holy Thursday $ 276 

Other  $ 45 

 

 

Thank You for your Generosity! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THOSE WHO 
RECEIVED SACRAMENTSé 

 

Baptism March 20, 2016   
JACE LAZARO, GABRIEL LAZARO & JASE HITTEL 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SOULS  
OF OUR DEARLY DEPARTEDé 

 

CATHERINE CASSEY 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SACRAMENT CLASSES 
 
1ST COMMUNION CLASSES 
Saturday, April 9th at 4:45pm at 
St. Patrickôs Parish Hall 
Sunday, April 10th at 10:15am at 
Holy Family Parish Faith Room 
 
1st Communion Parents Meeting 
Thursday, April 7th at 7:00pm at  
Holy Family Parish - Faith Room 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES  
Saturday, April 9th at 3:30pm at 
Holy Family Parish Faith Room 
Sunday, April 10th at 4:30pm at  
Holy Family Parish Faith Room 

 
All Confirmation Parents Meeting 
Thursday, April 14th at 7:00pm at  
Holy Family Parish - Faith Room 

 
If you have any questions about the 

sacrament classes contact 
Sally at 403-527-6933 or email 

sallym@holyfamilymh.ca 
 

 

¢aL¸ aŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

Saturday April 2nd       
Theme άA PEACE NOT OF THIS WORLDέ  
At Holy Family Parish Hall  
7:30 am Breakfast, 8:00 am Meeting  
9:00 am Conclusion.  
 

mailto:sallym@holyfamilymh.ca


STRENGTHENING OUR PARISH COMMUNITIES 
AT HOLY FAMILY APRIL 22/23 

Friday April 22, 1pm-3pm at Holy Family with staff and 
key volunteers 
Å         SOPC policies and procedures  
Å      Concerns for staff and volunteers with youth and elderly 
Å         Documentation at present and future requirements 
Å         Training at present and future requirements 
Saturday April 23 9:30-Noon at Holy Family ðWorkshop 
for prevention of elder abuse 
Workshop: ñTaking Action Against Abuse of Older Adultsò 
ï mandatory for pastoral care volunteers and those who 
serve the elderly (any parishioner may attend) 
Å         -What is Abuse of Older Adults? 
Å         -Identifying Abuse and Barriers to Reporting Abuse 
Å         -Responding To Potential Abuse of Older Adults 
Å         -Resources and Next Steps 
Saturday April 23 1pm ð 3:30pm ðWorkshop for 
prevention of child abuse 
Workshop: ñCalled to Protectò-mandatory for all parish 
leaders (staff and volunteers) and volunteers who serve the 
vulnerable (any parishioner many attend) 
Å         WATCH for physical, emotional, and behavioural   
boundary violations 
Å         ACT if you notice warning signs in adults, or in your 
child 
Å         TEACH our children to help protect themselves and 
that they can talk to us about anything 
Å         SCREENING lets applicants know we take the safety 
of children very seriously 
Å         INTERACTING within the parameters is necessary ï 
Our Model Code of Conduct 
Å         MONITORING allows us to detect problems before 
they turn into an incident of abuse 
Å         TRAINING ï what do adults need to know? 
Å         RESPONDING ïthe sooner we react, the more likely 
we are to actually help prevent abuse; if abuse has already 
occurred, the sooner it is stopped, the more time the child 
has to heal 
The typical volunteers who we invite to the workshops 
belong to the groups like: Altar 
Servers/Babysitters/Children & youth 
choirs/Deacons/Drivers/Liturgy of the Word for 
children/Parish Refugee Support/Pastoral 
Care/Sacrament Preparation/St. Vincent de Paul/Youth 
Ministry/Youth Groups e.g. Search, K of C, CWL, etc. 

GRIEFSHARE 

If you have lost a loved one and are grieving, Grief Share 
is for you.  You will find yourself among others who all share 
Grief.  You are not alone.  We provide a confidential, 
support group, with films and sharing. Grief Share meets 
on Mondayôs at 1:00 pm in the Hope Room at Holy Family 
Parish. THIS WEEK ONLY TUESDAY AT 1:00 FAITH ROOM! 

FM 90.1 Hear Mass better through your Radio. 

CATHOLIC WOMENõS LEAGUE 

Cluny Food Donations: The CWL has placed a 
bin labelled ñCluny Food Donations Onlyò in the 

front entrance of the church. CANNED food items 
are welcome to assist those in need at the Cluny 
Reservation.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The CWL Regional Meeting will be held on April 9 in 
Schuler at 10:00 a.m. A sign-up sheet is located on the 
CWL bulletin board in the church foyer. Carpooling can be 
arranged.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Donations requested ï The 2016 Catholic Womenôs 
League Calgary Diocesan Convention will be held April 29-
May 1. Every year the convention committee chooses 
charities that support women and families to receive 
donations. This year the charities to support are the YWCA 
Harbour House and the Woodôs Homes Lethbridge. The 
YWCA requires donations of kitchenware (new or used in 
good condition): including pots, pans, plates, mugs, cutlery, 
etc. Cash donations are welcome. A bin will be available in 
the front entrance of the church. The Woodôs Homes 
Lethbridge could use gift cards (value $10) from Tim 
Hortonôs and MacDonaldôs, and cash donations. Please 
leave any gift cards and cash donations for these causes 
at the church office. The deadline for donations is Monday, 
April 25. 

LADIES SILENT RETREAT 

A silent retreat for ladies will be held at Mt St Francis 
Retreat Centre in Cochrane the weekend of April 8-10.   
The theme is Creation: Loving Gift of God. 
For more information or to register, please contact Teresa 
at 403 329 8967 or Marilyn at 403 246 9167. 

 
Has dieting failed you? Excess weight and eating 
negatively affects your health. Find the freedom God wants 
for you with Light Weigh One King. Recommended by an 
Archbishop, priests, parish nurses, doctors and members! 
One King is a small group Catholic Bible Study DVD series 
with no weigh-ins, where you learn how to lose weight 
eating food you enjoy and overcome emotional eating. For 
those feeling a call in their heart to find out more - go to 
www.lightweigh.com  Call to join us. Find the hope in One 
King! Contact Juanita at 403-526-4469 for more information 
or attend an orientation to be held on Wednesday, April 
13th at 7 pm in the Charity Room at Holy Family Parish. 

http://www.lightweigh.com/


SYRIAN REFUGEE FAMILIES 

"A big thank you to the parishioners for their generous 
contributions of monetary, in-kind & prayer support in the 
settlement of our Syrian Refugee families.  Our church 
sponsorship is a 1 year commitment and trust your ongoing 
generosity and support will assist in fulfilling this obligation." 

EASTER GOOD NEWS AND MANDATE                   . 
Easter brings us the Good News of Christôs glorious 
resurrection.  It also brings us a mandate: 
 éto spread the Good News 
 éto care about the human problems most people 
ignore 
 éto speak up for the downtrodden who are 
powerless to speak for themselves 
 éto call for forgiveness and peace when others 
call for violence 
 éto share our resources without asking ñWhatôs in 
it for us?ò 
 éto be loyal to the one God when others have sold 
out to the idols 
 éto renew and live out our baptismal promises 

SUNDAY: THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK               . 
Do you know why your Catholic Church wants you to 
worship God on the Lordôs Day or Sunday or the First Day 
of the Week? 
1. Jesus rose from the dead on the first day of the 
week (Matt. 28:1-7, Mark 16:2, 9, Luke 24:1, John 20:1). 
2. Jesus appeared to the disciples on the first day of 
the week (John 20:19). 
3. Jesus appeared inside the room to the eleven 
disciples eight days after the first day of the week. The 
Jewish way of measuring days meant that it was again 
Sunday (John 20:26). 
4. The Holy Spirit came on Pentecost, the first day of 
the week (Lev. 23:16, Acts 2:1). 
5. The first sermon was preached by Peter on the first 
day of the week (Acts 2:14). 
6. Three thousand converts joined the church on the 
first day of the week (Acts 2:41). 
7. The three thousand were baptized on the first day 
of the week (Acts 2:41). 
8. The Christians assembled broke bread on the first 
day of the week. 
9. The Christians also heard a message from Paul on 
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Note: the reference is 
until midnight which is not the Jewish method of measuring 
days but the Roman system. 
10. Paul instructed the churches to put aside 
contributions on the first day of the week (1 Cor. 16:2). 
11. Jesus gave John the vision of Revelation on the 
first day of the week (Rev. 1:10). 

 

POPE FRANCIS: TWITTER@PONTIFEX 

03/23/2016 - With how much love Jesus looks at us! With 
how much love He heals our sinful heart! Our sins never 
scare Him. 
03/22/2016 - I entrust to God's mercy all those who lost 
their lives.  
03/21/2016 - Let us take our Christian calling seriously 
and commit to live as believers. 
03/20/2016 - Let us come to Him and let us not be afraid! 
Let us come to Him and say from the depths of our hearts: 
ñJesus, I trust in You!ò 
 

POPE-EMERITUS BENEDICT XVI:  
ñFRANCIS TEACHES NEED FOR 
GODõS MERCYò 

Pope-emeritus Benedict XVI has 
given a very rare public interview to 
the newspaper of the Italian 

Bishopsô Conference, Avvenire. 
Conducted by renowned theologian, Fr. Jacques 
Servais SJ, the interview focuses on two highly 
controversial issues in the post-Conciliar era: the right 
understanding of Christôs unique and universal act of 
salvation with respect to those who do not profess 
Christian faith; and the right understanding of the 
primacy of mission in the life of the Church with respect 
to dialogue. 
At the core of the two distinct, though related 
questions, says Pope Benedict, is the need to recover 
a sense of the Divine mercy - something Pope Francis 
has understood and placed at the center of his pastoral 
solicitude. 
ñOnly where there is mercy does cruelty end,ò said the 
Pope-emeritus in the interview. 
ñPope Francis is totally in accord with this line: his 
pastoral practice expresses itself precisely through the 
fact that he continually speaks to us of God's mercy. It 
is mercy that moves us towards God, while justice 
frightens us before him.ò 
ñIn my view,ò continued Pope Benedict, ñthis sets in 
relief the fact that, beneath the veneer of confidence in 
himself and [human] justice, contemporary man hides 
a deep knowledge of his injuries and his unworthiness 
before God: he is waiting for mercy,ò said Pope 
Benedict. 

P 
 

http://mobile.avvenire.it/Cultura/Pagine/Facciamoci-plasmare-da-Cristo-.aspx


FR. PHILIP 

At the Easter Vigil celebration, a tall 
man, Anderson, went to sleep during 
the homily.  The priest was upset and 
decided to rectify the situation.  When 
Anderson was dozing, the priest said 

in a calm voice, ñAll who want to go to heaven with the 
Risen Lord, please stand up.ò 
Everyone stood up, except Anderson.  After they were 
seated, the priest said, ñNow all who want to go to hell, 
please riseò and he yelled out the two words ñplease 
rise.ò  Quickly the sleeping man jumped to his feet, 
looked around and sized up the situation then spoke to 
the priest, ñFather, I really donôt know what weôre voting 
on, but it looks like you and I are the only ones in favor 
of it.ò 
I would like to thank all of you who have participated in 
our Lent and Easter Celebrations, especially the Liturgy 
Committee, the Choirs, RCIA Teams, the Decoration 
Committee, the people who have contributed to the 
Easter Flower Fund, the Lectors, Altar Servers, 
Eucharistic Ministers and everyone.  Thanks again. 
Today we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. We have 
accompanied Jesus during the forty days of Lent. In 
particular through our devotional celebration of the 
Stations of the Cross we have accompanied him in his 
last three hours and stood with him as he died on Calvary 
and was laid in the tomb. This journey through Lent ends 
in a graveyard. When Joseph of Arimathea and his 
companions rolled the stone to block the entrance to the 
tomb, we, like Jesusô closest followers, leave the tomb in 
silence and sadness.  
But that was not the end. Christ rose from the dead! He 
burst through the chains of death and appeared to the 
disciples!  We, humans, are so used to the finality of 
death that it took the disciples some time to realize who 
Jesus was and what had happened. Some, like Thomas, 
refused to believe until they saw Jesus in the fleshðand 
we certainly understand their hesitation. 
The significance of the resurrection of Jesus, of course, 
goes far beyond the mere resuscitation of a body. The 
implications are far reaching and life changing.   Christôs 
resurrection proves definitively his claim that he is the 
Son of God. Christôs resurrection means that there is no 
finality to death. Christôs resurrection opens for us the 
way to eternal life. 
Furthermore his resurrection means that through 
Baptism we can begin to live this new life now. We are 
no longer slaves to sin because we have risen with him 
in Baptism. We live as members of his Church and as his 
ambassadors here on earth. 

We gather each week around the Table of the Lord to 
celebrate the astounding events that happened on that 
first Easter all those years ago. Each Sunday we 
strengthen our faith through reading the Scriptures 
together and through sharing Christôs body and blood as 
he told us to. In this way we grow closer to one another 
and to God each Sunday. 
Christ resurrected on Sunday.  That is why Sunday is the 
most important day of the week.  Our Sunday Mass is not 
some mere weekly spiritual routine we carry out on a rest 
day from work. It is the very source of our life as 
Christians. It is our weekly celebration of the 
Resurrection and the very reason for calling ourselves 
Christians.  Catholics have always been very strong 
about the need to attend Mass on Sundays. Perhaps it is 
useful to remind ourselves that the danger of committing 
a mortal sin if we ignore the Lord and do not attend the 
Sunday Mass. In recent times there has been a 
noticeable slackening off in the regularity of attendance 
by many people in our community and I donôt know why.  
Some come only when we have classes for our kids.  
Some even sit in the car waiting for the kids to finish 
classes and take them home; they donôt bother taking a 
little walk into the building!  I am not the sort of priest who 
is into haranguing my congregation. But perhaps a gentle 
reminder might be in order of the importance of Sunday 
Mass. 
There is great value in regularity and routine especially 
in matters of faith. When we allow the pressure of all our 
other activities to encroach on our Sunday Mass 
attendance it is easy to let things slip. Weekly becomes 
fortnightly, fortnightly becomes monthly, and monthly 
becomes all too soon annuallyðand then where has our 
faith gone? 
However, let us not be despondent for today is a day of 
celebration. Today is day of joy and feasting.  We 
celebrate the victory Christ has won for usða victory 
over sin and death. It is a day when we rejoice that Christ 
has chosen to reveal to us his plan for the world and has 
singled us out for a particular role in it. It is a day when 
we rejoice in the new hope given to the world. 
So let us enjoy this feast day when we commemorate the 
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Let us 
rejoice and be glad. Let us praise God and thank him for 
all he has done for us.  On our part, we try our best to 
keep our Baptismal promises and ask God for the 
strength to remain faithful in the year ahead.   

Happy Easter Alleluia, Alleluia. 

R



 

  

 


