
 

Pastor - Rev. Philip Le – pastor@holyfamilymh.ca, Assoc. Pastor – Fr. Albert Sayson – assoc.pastor@holyfamilymh.ca     
Deacon:  Rev. Mr. Robert Risling - Robert.Risling@calgarydiocese.ca, Pastoral Care of the Sick – Fr. Francis Tran - 403-

977-4656, Youth Ministry – youth@holyfamilymh.ca, Medicine Hat Catholic Youth also on Facebook  
Sacramental Preparation – Sally Myers– sac.prep@holyfamilymh.ca,  

Catholic Women’s League (CWL President) Jackie Metcalfe – jmetcalfe2016@gmail.com 403-581-5479 
Knights of Columbus 9502 – (Grand Knight) Keith Crush - gkcrush9502@gmail.com– 403-581-7868 

Parish Pastoral Council – (Chair) Michael Stafford-Mayer – Michael.stafford-mayer@scotiabank.com – 587-289-3877 
(Sec.) Pat Ries – pjries@memlane.com – 403-527-8915 

Parish Finance Council – (Chair) Karen Melle – klmelle@telus.net – 403-526-4604 
Parish Planning Committee – (Chair) George Kambeitz - gjkam@shaw.ca - 403-527-5675 

 Mass Times: Saturday - 5:00 pm, Sunday - 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00pm, Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00-4:00pm 
1451 Strachan Road SE, Medicine Hat, AB T1B-4V3 Fax:  403-526-2482   email: contact@holyfamilymh.ca  

Office Hrs. Monday to Friday - 8:30am to 4:30pm - Closed on Statutory Holidays 
Calgary Diocesan: www.rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca  

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome To Holy Family Parish 
My church is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I am.  Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 
It will do great work, if I work. It will make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver. It will bring other people into its 
worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring them. It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church with 
a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these same things.  Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself 
to the task of being all the things that I want my church to be. 
Anyone who wishes to practice the Catholic faith by attending this church may consider this parish as his/her own parish.  You simply need to 
register.  Please indicate whether you are a new parishioner or have moved and are providing a new address.  Thank you. 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Spouse ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Postal Code _____________Phone ______________________Email__________________________________________ 
                                     Would you like Weekly Offering Envelopes? Yes _______ or No _______ 

 

 

Website: www.holyfamilymh.ca                                  Phone:  403-527-6933 

  Lost & 
and Hi

  Found 
Luke 15:1-32 
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PARISH UPCOMING EVENTS & INTENTIONS 

Weekday Mass may be cancelled in the case of a 
funeral. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH             
24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

¶ 8:30 Mass Choir Practise @ 8:00am 

¶ Mass: 8:30am (Intention: Maria Cruz Family †) 

¶ Mass 10:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish) 

¶ Parish Corn Roast 12:00pm Hall 

¶ 6:00 Mass Choir Practise @ 5:00pm 

¶ Mass 6:00pm (Intention: Philomena  & Michael 
Hecker † & Harry Sehn †) 

¶ UNCHAINED  

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH  
¶ NO MASS TODAY  

¶ Chinook Village 10:00am Mass (Intention: Mary 
Shott †) 

¶ GriefShare 1:00pm Hope Room 

¶ Knights of Columbus Meeting. 7:00pm Faith Room 

¶ Prayer & Praise 7:00pm Chapel 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH  
MEMORIAL OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  
¶ SVDP 4:00pm Hope Room 

¶ Sacramental Prep Classes Registration Meeting 
7:00pm HFP Hall 

¶ Mass 7:00pm (Intention: Anne Marie Lerner †) 
followed by Adoration until 8:30pm 

¶ CWL Meeting 7:00pm Faith Room 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH  
EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
¶ Women’s P&W 6:50am Faith Room 

¶ Mass 9:00am (Intention: George Munro †) 

¶ Bible Study 9:30am Faith Room 

¶ Breakfast in the Hall 

¶ Sunnyside 1:30pm Communion 

¶ Good Sam’s 3:30pm Communion 

¶ Light Weigh 7:00pm Charity Room 

¶ Sacramental Prep Classes Registration Meeting 
7:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH 
MEMORIAL OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS        
¶ Men’s Prayer 6:30am Charity Room  
¶ Mass 9:00am (Intention: Elise, Kris & Family) 

¶ Breakfast in Hall after Mass 

¶ Holy Hour 6:00pm  

¶ 10:30 Mass Choir Practise @ 6:30pm 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH  
MEMORIAL OF STS. CORNELIUS & CYPRIAN         

¶ Mass 9:45am (Intention: Andrew Bockman †) with  
St. Patrick’s School 

¶ Wellington 10:00am Communion 

¶ Meadowlands 10:30am Mass 

¶ EQUIP 7:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH      
¶ Reconciliation 3:00 – 4:00pm  

¶ 5:00 Mass Choir Practise @ 4:00pm 
25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

¶ Mass 5:00pm (Intention: Goldine Hutmacher) 

¶ Faith & Family 6:00pm St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH            
25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

¶ 8:30 Mass Choir Practise @ 8:00am 

¶ Mass: 8:30am (Intention: Anne Lerner †) 

¶ Mass 10:30am (Intention: Holy Family Parish) 

¶ Coffee Time 11:30pm HFP Hall 

¶ 6:00 Mass Choir Practise @ 5:00pm 

¶ Mass 6:00pm (Intention: Anna Lerner †) 

¶ UNCHAINED 7:00pm Faith Room & Chapel 

FM 90.1 Hear Mass better through your Radio. 

24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME C.  
Sept. 10/11, 2016      READINGS 
 
First Reading (Ex. 32:7-11, 13-14). God is angry with 
the people who have so quickly forgotten all he has done 
for them. Moses succeeds in turning away God's anger: 
a prayer for forgiveness and mercy is never refused. 
Second Reading (1 Tim 1:12-17). Paul himself is a 
proof of the fact that God forgives even great sins. 
Granted that he acted in ignorance, nevertheless the 
transformation of Paul from 'blasphemer' to one of God's 
greatest servants is evidence of the power of the 
Father's love. 
The Gospel (Lk 15:1-32). The mercy and generosity of 
God's forgiveness is resented by those who do not 
understand their own need of it. The 'complacent sheep', 
the 'dutiful brother' have to learn that they too owe their 
salvation to the generosity of God's love. Evidence of the 
great power of divine love is, therefore, a matter for 
rejoicing rather than resentment. 
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WEEKLY OPERATING FINANCES 
September 1  – September 8, 2016 

Parish Operating Budget 2016 $ 15,788 

General Envelope Collections $ 13,104 

Loose Collections $      932 
Future Development (Building Fund) $   4,010 

Exceed or (Shortfall) $   2,258 

 

 

ARE YOU DIVORCED AND IN NEED OF AN ANNULMENT?                                                            
Good news for you: that anyone applying for a Declaration 
of Nullity for marriage is exempt from fees due to the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy. Call your priest as soon as possible. 

 
 

FORMED.ORG. Parish code: GPQWK7 

FACTS: 
-Six times as many leave as enter the Church 
-Over 43% drop in Catholic marriages since 2000 
-79% of those who leave the Church do so by age 23 
We are excited to announce that our parish has 
subscribed to an exciting new online platform: 
Formed.org.     
 • 24/7 access to the truth, beauty, and meaning of the 
Catholic Faith anytime, anywhere... with FORMED      
• Use it on your computer, tablet, or smartphone.      
•  Informative and inspiring teaching from renowned 
speakers Dr. Scott Hahn, Dr. Edward Sri, Bishop Robert 
Barron,          Dr. Tim Gray, Father Michael Gaitley, Teresa 
Tomeo... and many more      
• Multiple programs to address multiple parish needs:              
-   Adult Faith Formation, Marriage Preparation and 
Enrichment, Scripture Study, RCIA,                   Sacrament 
Preparation, Small Group Teen Discipleship, and much 
more! 
Here’s how easy it is:      
• Go to Formed.org      
• Enter our PARISH CODE: GPQWK7 
  Create a personal account with your user name/email and 
password.      
• Start enjoying the best Catholic content all in one place!  
IMPORTANT: Do not sign up as an individual. Our 
parish access code provides more content than an 
individual subscription and it costs you nothing! 

HEALING AND GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
WORKSHOP 

Healing and Gifts of the Holy Spirit Workshop will be held 
at HFP on September 23 & 24, starting with 7 pm Mass on 
Friday, Sept. 23. And from 8:30am to 4:30pm Saturday in 
the Hall. If interested, please contact Ria at 403-527-6933 
to register. Ken & Ron Fabbi will facilitate the Workshop. 
All are welcome! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SOULS  
OF OUR DEARLY DEPARTED… 

 MARIA ROXES 

 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THOSE WHO 
RECEIVED SACRAMENTS… 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank You for your Generosity! 

 

 

Special Collections… 
  

TIA/Peace & Development $ 2,328 

World Missions $ 47 

St Vincent de Paul $ 2,012 

Youth Ministry $ 318 

Clergy Retirement Fund $ 10 

Seminary Fund $ 210 

Mission Mexico $ 60 

Syrian Families $ 217 

Needs of the Cdn. Church $ 37 

 



 

GRIEF SHARE 

If you have lost a loved one and would like to be with others 
sharing the same feelings, we can provide a confidential, 
faith filled experience through presentations and sharing. 
Runs 13 weeks on Mondays starting September 12 at 
1:00pm in the Hope Room. Call 403-527-6933 to register. 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday September 28th, 2016 
12:00 PM - 1:30 PM 
Lunch $20.00 (includes MHWSS membership) 
The Clubhouse at Paradise Valley Golf Course 
90 Gehring Rd SE, Medicine Hat, AB 
RSVP to Bridgit at (403)527-8223 or bridgitd@mhwss.ca. 

BEREAVEMENT EDUCATION PROGRAM 

At St. Patrick’s Parish on Friday, September 30, 6:00-
9:00pm & Saturday, October 1, 9:00am-3:45pm 
Open to Everyone… You must attend both sessions to 
receive a diploma. Register by calling…  
St. Patrick’s at 403-526-2265 or  
Holy Family at 403-527-6933 

LEGION OF MARY 

Devotion to Our Mother of Perpetual Help; first Wednesday 
of each month at 8:00 am at Holy Family Parish.  Followed 
by the Rosary and Mass.  Everyone Welcome. 

RCIA: RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 
ADULTS  

Do you have a desire to learn about the traditions and 
teachings of the Catholic faith?  Do you feel a need for a 
deeper understanding of our faith beliefs, in order to keep 
up with the religious education of your child (children)?  
If so, perhaps you would be interested in the RCIA program 
at Holy Family Parish. The sessions are held every 
Wednesday evening from September to May/June.  
Preparations are now underway to begin a new year of 
spiritual growth and our first meeting date has been set for: 
 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21st @ 7:00-9:00 pm 
Whether you are an away baptized Catholic, or baptized in 
another Christian faith, or non-baptized, you are always 
welcome to join us. 
Further inquiries or questions about the RCIA Program 
can be directed to Pat @ 403- 527-1097or the church 
office @ 403-527-6933. 

 

STEWARDSHIP CONFERENCE, SEPTEMBER 20! 
Stewardship Speaker Tracy Earl Welliver the author of 
“Everyday Stewardship Reflections for the Journey” will be 
in our Diocese from September 12 to 24, 2016. To view 
Tracy’s talks on Stewardship and the resources he shares 
please view his website at www.tracyearlwelliver.com. 
Tracy works for Liturgical Publications Inc. and their 
website is www.4LPi.com. Tracy will give presentations in 
Medicine Hat on Tuesday, September 20, 2016. 
Currently, Tracy is scheduled to give two talks, the first talk 
from 5:30pm to 6:30pm, it will be more in-depth on 
Stewardship for Ministry Leaders, Parish Pastoral 
Council Leaders, Stewardship Council Leaders, Finance 
Council and Staff. The second talk is from 7:00pm to 
9:00pm for all Parishioners. 

MEDICINE HAT PRO LIFE ASSOCIATION 

The Annual General Meeting of Medicine Hat Pro Life 
Association will be held on Monday, September 12, 2016 
at 7:00pm in St. Patrick’s Church Hall. 
We urge you to attend to support us and “Take a Stand 
for ALL LIFE”! 
As we enter our 40th year as a society, we look forward to 
taking significant steps for LIFE. Join us as we review our 
year’s activities and plan for another. 
It is becoming more and more important to be united in 
opposing Abortion, Euthanasia, and other forces against 
“LIFE”! 
A new law in Canada has now made euthanasia, actually 
assisted suicide, legal here. It seems that anti-life forces 
just continue to march forward and succeeding in 
establishing a culture of death. However, we cannot 
abandon the struggle, and must continue to support 
RESPECT FOR ALL LIFE. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION 
If you’d like your children to receive First Holy 
Communion/Reconciliation or Sacrament of Confirmation, 
please come to ONE of these Registration Meetings: 

Holy Family Parish Hall: 
ü Tuesday, Sept. 13th at 7 pm 

St. Patrick Hall: 
ü Wednesday, Sept. 14th at 7 pm 

THIS IS A MEETING not a drop in.  
FIRST LESSON IS SATURDAY SEPT 24 OR SUNDAY 

SEPT 25 
Any questions regarding the sacraments please call Sally 
at 403-527-6933 or email sac.prep@holyfamilymh.ca 
Please bring a copy of your childôs certificate of 
baptism.  If your child was baptized at St. Mary’s, or Christ 
the King’s, or St. Joseph (Schuler), or at Holy Family’s, we 
have the records and you do NOT need a certificate of 

Baptism. 
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PRAYER & PRAISE 

Prayer & Praise on Monday evenings @ 7pm! Please 
continue to pray for an end to Euthanasia and Abortion. 
Requested by Bishop Henry!!!  Thank you!!!  

PREGNANCY & FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER 

The Pregnancy and Family Support Center is sending out 
an appeal for the following new items for the Layettes: 

¶ Quilts 

¶ Boys and girls size 0-12 months sleepers and 
winter clothing 

¶ Burp cloths, bibs 

¶ Sanitary napkins 

¶ Diapers size 4-6  
Thank you for your continued support of this ministry, 
which allows us to provide the services needed in our 
community. Many blessings, Gloria Thomas 

 
There is a new Prayer List Started… If you would like 
to have someone included on the prayer list,  
please email the office at contact@holyfamilymh.ca. The 
list can be found on our website www.holyfamilymh.ca 
under the “Please Pray For” title, or on the bulletin board 
beside the Vestment Room. 
Please ask permission from the individual or family to have 
the name included on the list. 
Also, if the individual’s circumstances should change, 
please make it your responsibility to call the parish office 
(403-527-6933) to update the list. 

 

PRAYER POWER NEEDED 

The Unchained youth are going on a retreat Sept 23-25th.  
The plan is to have an adoration chapel on-site to pray for 
the youth in a powerful way during the retreat.  Please 
consider coming to join us for a part of the weekend and 
giving your time in prayer!  For more info contact Louisa 
403-527-6933. Thanks!  
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CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS 

Are you between the ages of 18-35?  
Come join us for a social night of card and board games, 
coffee, and treats.  
Thursday Sept. 15th, 7pm @ St. Pat’s Parish Hall.  
For info call or text Daniel 306-628-8314.  

 

POPE FRANCIS 
TO BE INSTRUMENTS OF GOD’S 
MERCY 

Pope Francis urged the faithful on 
Wednesday to make place in their 

lives for God’s message of Salvation with faith and without 
prejudice. 
God – Francis said - did not send his Son to punish sinners 
and crush the wicked. Rather he came to invite them to 
conversion. 
And pointing out that Jesus is the concrete instrument of 
the Father’s mercy that brings consolation and salvation to 
all, the Pope urged those present not to create false 
images of the Messiah for their own use and consumption.  
When we construct our own image of God – he explained 
– this prevents us from experiencing his real presence 
among us.  
“Some reduce Him to a false idol using his name to justify 
their interests, and even hatred and violence” he said. 
Some seek him only in times of difficulty and others 
consider Christ a mere good master of ethical teachings: 
“one amongst many in history” he said. 
Pope Francis concluded his catechesis reminding the 
faithful not to lose sight of the fact that faith calls us beyond 
ourselves to be God's missionaries in the world.   
“Let us renew our commitment to remove every obstacle 
that prevents us from experiencing the merciful works of 
our Father – he said - and let us ask him for an ever deeper 
faith so that we may be signs and instruments of his 
mercy.” 

POPE FRANCIS: TWITTER@PONTIFEX 

09/07/2016 - God is always moved to compassion 
whenever we repent. 
09/06/2016 - What a great gift the Lord has given us in 
teaching us to forgive and in this way to touch the 
Father’s mercy! 
09/05/2016 - The one who builds on God builds on rock, 
because he is always faithful, even if we sometimes lack 
faith. 
09/04/2016 - Let us carry Mother Teresa’s smile in our 
hearts and give it to those whom we meet along our 
journey. https://t.co/YNGkhd9Z6m 

09/03/2016 - Let us imitate Mother Teresa who made 
works of mercy the guide of her life and the path towards 
holiness. 

ST.TERESA of CALCUTTA 

Graced Bewilderment: The Dark Night of Blessed 
Teresa of Calcutta  
By Fr. Paul Murray, OP. 
A Saint of Darkness  
Those who had the privilege of meeting Mother Teresa 
during her life, or of hearing her speak, knew they were in 
the presence of a woman who possessed great certitude 
with regard to matters of faith. How, then, are we to explain 
those writings of Teresa of Calcutta which, at times, seem 
to suggest profound doubt about God's very existence? 
One pointer towards an understanding, I would suggest, is 
a comment John of the Cross makes in The Ascent of 
Mount Carmel in which he highlights the dual and 
paradoxical nature of faith. He writes: "though faith brings 
certitude to the intellect, it does not produce clarity, but only 
darkness". This darkness is a trial for every believer. For, 
in spite of the certitude which faith brings, the act of faith 
itself is always opaque and resistant to reason. It is a 
radical, affirmative assent to truth, but it is not a direct 
seeing. Its assent, no matter how confident and sustained, 
is always obscure. And this fact inevitably awakens in the 
believer a certain "mental unrest". Even the "ordinary" 
believer can feel, at times, like an unbeliever. And this 
feeling often develops into a profound anguish as soon as 
the darkness of the night of faith begins to deepen. But 
even in the most profound night of faith, the terrible feeling 
of no longer being capable of believing in God does not 
represent for the individual believer a loss of faith, or even 
what is sometimes referred to nowadays as "a crisis of 
faith". On the contrary, it is a stage of radical purification, a 
graced bewilderment, a rite of passage towards an even 
deeper communion with God. 
Many hundreds of letters were written by Teresa of 
Calcutta during her lifetime - thousands of pages. But, on 
the subject of prayer, there is one brief statement, in one 
of the letters, I find particularly moving. It is a comment 
which betrays a depth of spiritual intimacy, a hidden 
supernatural love, for which there are almost no words. 
She writes: "My love for Jesus keeps growing more simple 
and more, I think, personal... I want Him to be at ease with 
me - not to mind my feelings - as long as He feels alright - 
not to mind even the darkness that surrounds Him in me - 
but that in spite of everything Jesus is all to me and that I 
love no one but only Jesus" (19 June 1976). 
What is noteworthy about this passage, and there are 
many comparable passages in the "private writings" of 
Mother Teresa, is that, in spite of being profoundly 



 

disturbed by the "darkness" surrounding her at this time, 
the bewildered "saint of darkness" does not turn in on 
herself like a melancholic, or like someone suffering from 
depression. Instead, her whole preoccupation is with 
caring for her Beloved, concentrating first and last on his 
comfort not her own, turning to her hidden Master and Lord 
with a quite remarkable tenderness; and, in spite of the 
devastating trial of darkness and aridity, behaving towards 
God, as St John of the Cross once expressed it, 
"solicitously and with painful care". 
". (To be continued) 

FR. PHILIP 

Two little boys, ages 8 and 10, were 
excessively mischievous. They were 
always getting into trouble and their 
parents knew that, if any mischief 
occurred in their town, their sons were 

probably involved. They boys' mother heard that a priest in 
town had been successful in disciplining children, so she 
asked if he would speak with her boys. The priest agreed, 
but asked to see them individually. So the mother sent her 
8-year-old first, in the morning, with the older boy to see 
the clergyman in the afternoon.  
The priest, a huge man with a booming voice, sat the 
younger boy down and asked him sternly, "Where is God?"  
They boy's mouth dropped open, but he made no 
response, sitting there with his mouth hanging open, wide-
eyed. So the clergyman repeated the question in an even 
sterner tone, "Where is God!!?" Again the boy made no 
attempt to answer. So the priest raised his voice even more 
and shook his finger in the boy's face and yelled, "WHERE 
IS GOD!?"  
The boy screamed and bolted from the room, ran directly 
home and dove into his closet, slamming the door behind 
him. When his older brother found him in the closet, he 
asked, "What happened?"  
The younger brother, gasping for breath replied, "We are 
in big trouble this time. God is missing - and they think we 
did it!" 
Is God missing?  This Sunday is Sept. 11.  Do you 
remember 9/11 in 2001?  The September 11 attacks were 
a series of four coordinated terrorist attacks by the Islamic 
terrorist group on the United States on the morning of 
September 11, 2001. The attacks killed 2,996 people and 
injured over 6,000 others and caused at least $10 billion in 
property and infrastructure damage and $3 trillion in total 
costs.  Where is God? 
Many people think that God is missing, or he is away or he 
doesn’t love this world anymore.  That is why the evils 
deem to triumph everywhere. 
 

But, the Gospel of this week shows us that God still cares.  
His mercy still reaches out to the lost, the outcasts and 
everyone else. 
If God had a refrigerator, your magnet picture would be on 
it. If he had a wallet, your photo would be in it. Whenever 
you want to talk, he'll listen. Face it, friend, he's crazy about 
you.  God is crazy about you, about me and about every 
single person on this planet.  That is the meaning of the 
Gospel of this Sunday: “Lost and Found.”  The lost coin 
was found; the lost sheep was found and the lost son was 
welcomed back.  In a way, every one of us has been lost 
once in a while and the Lord has found us.  Also shouldn't 
this Gospel cause us to think one more time about the lost 
sheep in our own circle?  If God does not give up on the 
worst of us, if he would work even up to his crucifixion, why 
do we give up on them?  I challenge you to find a lost one 
and invite him/her back to the Church this week. 
Read the Gospel again: “Rejoice with me, for I have found 
my sheep that was lost” (Lk 15: 6).  “Rejoice with me, for I 
have found the coin that I had lost” (Lk 15:9).  “We have to 
celebrate and rejoice because this brother of yours was 
dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found” 
(Lk 15:32).



 

 
 
 
 


