FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 29, 2012

WELCOME TO
HOLY FAMILY PARISH

1451 Strachan Road SE, Medicine Hat, Alberta T1B 4V3
Phone: 403-527-6933 Fax: 403-526-2482
email: contact@holyfamilymh.ca website:www.holyfamilymh.ca
Office Hours: Monday to Friday - 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
(closed Statutory Holidays)
Calgary Diocesan website: www.rcdiocese-calgary.ab.ca

WORLD DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE
February 2nd

Pastor - Rev. Philip Le )
A emifﬂ; flg)hltllp@;(]lyi;mllyn;’h.ca. In 1996 Pope John Paul I established this observance on
Associate Tastor - Rev. Roquek erelrd | pohryary 2 (the Feast of Presentation of the Lord in the Temple)

email: frroque@holyfamilymh.ca

Deacon - Rev. Mr. Robert Risling

Deacon - Rev. Mr. Bill Schnitzler
Pastoral Care of the Sick

for the whole Church. The purpose of the day is “to help the entire
Church to esteem ever more greatly the witness of those persons
who have chosen to follow Christ by means of the practice of the

pager: 403-458-1445 evangelical counsels” as well as “to be a suitable occasion for con-
NET Team Contacts: secrated persons to renew their commitment and rekindle the fer-
medhatcatholicyouth@gmail.com vour which should inspire their offering of themselves to the Lord.”
facebook.com/medhateatholicyouth In the second reading of this Sunday, St. Paul says, “The
unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to
Mass Times please the Lord.... The unmarried woman and the virgin are con-
S Saturday - 5:00 pm cerned about the affairs of the Lord, so that they may be holy in
unday - 8:30 am, 10:30 amand 6:00 pm | 4o i spirit...” (1Cor 7:32-35).
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00- 4:00 pm : . .
. That was the first ideal of consecrated life.
or by appointment

Do we appreciate the gifts of consecration

Weekdav Mass Schedule on Page 2 R . j
of religious sisters, brothers and priests?

WELCOME! You have entered this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. Being a human,
you enter this church as a creature of God; as a baptized person, you enter it as a son or daughter of
the Father in Christ. This house of God is therefore your family home. Come in then with humility of
mind, joy of heart and thanks on your lips. Acknowledge the Lords presence in the Tabernacle and
adore Him. Come in and pause in prayer in the midst of your busy life and its many worries. Be
grateful for those who, for the Glory of God, built this place of worship with faith and sacrifice, and
sanctified it with their songs and prayers.

Anyone who wishes to practice the Catholic faith by attending this church may consider this parish as
his/her own parish. You simply need to register. Please indicate whether you are a new parishioner
or have moved and are providing a new address. Thank you.

Name
Spouse

Address
Postal Code Phone
Email




PARISH LENTEN MISSION WITH BISHOP FREDERICK HENRY
“Exploring the Mystery of Forgiveness”
Bishop Henry will be offering Masses the weekend of March 3 and 4
Sunday, March 4 - Mass 6:00 pm - “Walking the Path of Brokenness with Jesus”
Monday, March 5 - Mass 6:30 pm - “Forgiveness for You and Forgive Yourself”

Tuesday, March 6 - Mass 6:30 pm - “Bless Me Father ....” Sacrament of Reconciliation to follow
Wednesday, March 7 - Mass 6:30 pm - “Issues with Forgiveness: It’s Not Fair, No Exceptions,

No Strings Attached”

PARISH SCHEDULE OF EVENTS & MASS INTENTIONS
The daily Mass may be cancelled in case of a funeral.
Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be interrupted or cancelled if there is a funeral.

Sun. Jan. 29 - Children’s Liturgy for 3 to 6 year olds - Hope Room - 10:30 am Mass
First Communion catechism class - Faith Room - 10:10 am
Confirmation catechism class - Faith Room - 5:20 pm
UNCHATINED Youth Group for students in grades 10 to 12 - begins with 6:00 pm Mass
Mon. Jan. 30 - Mass - 9:00 am (Intention for Melita Makus)
Circle of Friends Charismatic Prayer Group - St. Joseph’s Home - 7:00 pm
Tues. Jan. 31 - St. Vincent de Paul meeting - Hope Room - 4:00 pm
St. John Bosco: Mass - 7:00 pm (Intention for Marianne MacKenzie +)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until 8:30 pm
Wed. Feb. 1 - Women’s Praise and Worship - Faith Room - 6:45 am
Mass - 9:00 am (Intention for Tara Ensz & Family)
Bible Study - Faith Room - 9:30 am
Ministry to the Aged at Sunnyside Care Centre - 1 3(} pm
Mass at Good Samaritan - 3:30 pm
R.C.I.A. meeting - Faith Room - 7:00 pm
Choir practice (for 6:00 pm Mass) - 7:30 pm
Thurs. Feb. 2 - Men’s Prayer Group - Charity Room - 6:30 am
Presentation of the Lord: Mass- 9:00 am (Intention for Roman Zarusky +)
Ministry to the Aged at the Wellington - 9:30 am ’
Mass at the Valleyview - 10:00 am
Holy Hour - Chapel - 6:00 pm
Choir practice (for 8:30 am & 10:30 am Masses) - 7:00 pm
Fri. Feb. 3 - First Friday: Mass - 9:00 am (Intention for George & Felicia Bischoff & Family +)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel after 9:00 am Mass until 4:00 pm

Ministry to the Aged at Meadowlands - 10:00 am
EQUIP Youth Group for students in grades 6 to 9 - Holy Family Parish Hall - 7:00 pm
Spanish Catholic Community meeting - Faith Room - 7:30 pm
Sat. Feb. 4 - Benedictine Lay Group - 9:00 am (Please call 528-8999 or 527-7423 for location.)
Lector’s Workshop - Parish Hall - 12:00 to 2:00 pm (lunch included) Please RSVP!
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time:Mass - 5:00 pm (Intention for Henry & Shetry Curtis)
Sun. Feb. 5 - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Mass - 8:30 am (Intention for Daniel Krassman +)
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Mass - 10:30 am (Intention for Holy Family Parish)
Rite of Acceptance for RCIA Catechumens and Candidates
First Communion catechism class - Faith Room - 10:10 am
Confirmation - meet with Net team in Faith Room - 5:00 pm; catechism class - 5:20 pm
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Mass: - 6:00 pm (Intention for Wladyslaw Ruszel +)
UNCHAINED Youth Group (grades 10 to 12) beginning with 6:00 pm Mass
Latin Mass - St. Patrick’s Charch - 6:00 pm
Wed. Feb. 22 - Ash Wednesday, beginning of Lent - Masses at 9:00 am & 7:00 pm
March 3 to 7 - Parish Lenten Mission with Bishop Frederick Henry
(See list of Mass Intentions for the month of February on the bulletin board.)




CATHOLICS COMING HOME
Confused, Inactive or Alienated Catholic?
An Invitation to Consider Coming Home Again
(We’ve missed you.)
If you are away from the Church or drifting away, if
you’ve been hurt by the Church or are confused or
angry because of your Catholic experience, please con-
sider this an invitation to come and talk.
Perhaps you can come home for Easter!
The program starts on Tuesday, February 14 at 7:30
pm and continues five more Tuesdays. Please call
Kathy (403-529-9731) or the parish office (403-527-
6933) for more information.

LECTOR’S WORKSHOP

Saturday, February 4 in parish hall
from 12:00 - 2:00 pm with lunch included.
All current Lectors and those interested in becom-
ing Lectors are encouraged to attend. Children who
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation are
eligible to be Lectors and are welcome to attend the
workshop. Please RSVP by Thursday, February
2 to Pat (403-526-9729) or the parish office (403-
527-6933).

PASTORAL, PALLIATIVE & BEREAVEMENT
education programs are being offered through the Dio-
cese of Calgary Health Care Apostolate. Pastoral Care
Course is on Tuesdays May 1 to June 5; Palliative Care
course is held on weekends; Bereavement programs
are also on weekends. There is also an Alzheimer Work-
shop on a Saturday and a one-day workshop on “Com-
passion Fatigue and/or Burnout”. For more informa-
tion please see the brochures on the bulletin board or
visit the website www.calgarydiocese.ca.

OPERATING FINANCES
This week (January 19 - 26, 2012)
Cost to operate our parish
(Weekly Budget & Mortgage Amount). $16,500
General Collections: $9.918
Debt Reduction (Mortgage Fundy: $2,526
Total: $12,444
Exceed/(Shortfall): ($4,056)
Mission Mexico: $ 50.00
Together in Action: $ 997.00
Disaster Relief: $ 200.00
Clergy Retirement: $ 100.00
World Missions: $ 93.60
St. Vincent de Paul: $ 972.00
Thank you for your support!

REDISCOVERING CATHOLICISM sessions (5
in total) offered by Fr. Philip and the Pastoral Team
will begin on Thursday, February 16 from 7:00 - 9:00
pm in the parish hall. This is a great way to learn about
the faith of the Catholic Church in a relaxed and fun
atmosphere. The theme for next session will be “Je-
sus in the Bible”. We will look at (1) Jesus, the
Prophet, (2) Jesus, the Teacher of the Parables, (3)
Jesus, the Healer of the Body and Soul, (4) Jesus, the
Mercy of God and (5) Jesus and the Ministry.

Experience THE NET ADVANTAGE and become
a Host Family for members of the NET team. We
are looking for Host Families for the following dates:

February 16 to March 1 - 2 boys

March 15 to March 29 - 3 girls

March 15 to March 29 - 2 boys

March 15 to March 29 - 2 girls

March 29 to April 12 - 2 boys
Please call Dianna (403-527-4338) or email her at
hdfrey@shaw.ca.

MISSION MEXICO IMMERSION RETREATS:
Two retreats have been booked at Cuernavaca, Mexico
during the Easter school break - April 2 to 9 and April
5 to 12. The retreat is designed to give participants an
opportunity to encounter the Spirit of God within the
struggle for social justice in Latin America. Please see
information on builetin board or contact Fr. Fred Monk
at 403-545-2023 or fmonk(@shaw.ca.

COFFEE AFTER 10:30 AM MASS: We require
more volunteers to prepare this social function. Get2
or 3 of your friends together and become a team to
make coffee and put out refreshments for parishioners
after the Sunday 10:30 am Mass. Please call the par-
ish oftice (403-527-6933) for more information.

YOUTH NEWS FROM THE NET TEANJ

So, Unchained for grades 10 to 12 is happening to-
night Sunday, January 29 in the Parish Hall. It’s
going to be a night on media, and the affect it has on
society. It’s really cool, and we’ll be going into depth
on some topics that are covered in the media con-
cerning the Catholic Church. Ti’s going to be really
interesting and a lot of fun! Come, check it out.
Also, if you are in grades 6 to 9, this Friday, Febru-
ary 3 we are having a night on the Eucharist, and
the awesome miracle that takes place every Sunday
at Mass. Be sure to come. It’s going to be a blast!.




KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

AH Knights of Columbus 1st Degree Members:
Major Degree (2nd & 3rd) to be held on Saturday,
February 11 at Holy Family Parish. The day be-
gins at 1:00 pm, Mass at 5:00 pm and supper to fol-
low. Spouses are invited to attend the Mass and
supper. Any interested Knight can contact Deputy
Grand Knight (#9502) Jeff at 403-504-6962 prior to
that date.

Knights of Columbus Council #7325 regular
meeting will be held on Thursday, February 9 at
7:30 pm in the Faith Room.

Kuights of Columbus Council #9502 executive
meeting will be held on Monday, February 6 at 7:00
pm in the Faith Room. The regular meeting is on
Monday, February 13 at 7:00 pm in the Faith Room.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S
LEAGUE

Catholic Girls’ League members will meet in the
Hope Room on Saturday, February 11 from 10:00
- 11:30 am. Bring a friend!

CWL cxecutive meeting will be held on Tuesday,
February 7 in the Hope Room after the 7:00 pm
Mass. The regular meeting is on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14 in the Faith Room after the 7:00 pm Mass.

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE - APRIL 11 - 22

Join Fr. Bill Corcoran on this pilgrimage to Jerusalem,
Rethlehem, Masada, Sea of Galilee and more! From
Calgary with air, meals, hotels and taxes for $4.,000
based on double occupancy. Only 6 places left. Please
contact Fr. Bill by email pastor@stmaryscochrane.ca

or 403-932-20944,

“HEALING YOUR FAMILY TREE” Workshop by
Fr. John Hampsch will be held on Friday, February
17 from 6:30 - 10:30 pm at Assumption Hall (2405 - 12
Avenue S, Lethbridge) and Saturday, February 18 at
8:30 am for a Divine Liturgy with Fr. Sedgwick at St.
Peter & Paul Byzantine Church (643 - 12 C Street N,
Lethbridge). For more information, please contact Ken

at 1-403-331-8923.

Medicine Hat Catholic Board of Education
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
Thursday, February 2, 2012 at 7:00 pm

St. Michael’s School, Bow Island
302 - 2 Avenue East
PROPOSED HIGH SCHOOL CLOSURE

The Board of Trustees for the Medicine Hat Catho-
lic Board of Education will hold a Public Informa-
tion Meeting to assist the Board in determining
whether the High School Program (grades 10 to 12)
will be closed at St. Michael’s School in Bow I[sland
beginning with the 2012 - 2013 school year. The
Board is conducting this meeting under the guide-
fines outlined in the School Act.

The meeting is open to all stakeholders in the com-
munity. The Board will acecept any written sub-
mission_on the proposed closure that it re-
ceives prior to, on or by Tuesday, March 6,
2012. More information is available at
www.mhcbe.ab.ca. Submissions by mailto: Medi-
cine Hat Catholic Board of Education, 1251 - 1
Avenue SW, Medicine Hat, AB T1A 8B4 or by e-

mail to communications@@mhcbe.ab.ca.

“CELEBRATING A CENTURY OF
CATHOLIC EDUCATION AND SERVICE”
History Book Launch
Wednesday, February 15, 2012
at St. Mary’s School (155 - 11 Street SW)
1:30 - 3:30 pm (Program at 2:00 pm)
History Books cost $40 each. If you have purchased
a history book in advance, you will be contacted and
youmay choose to pick it up at the History Book Launch
or arrange to pick it up at the Catholic School Board
Office (1251 -1 Avenue SW). The history book is a
collection of stories, events, pictures and facts that de-
tail and capture the rich 100 year history of Catholic
Education in the communities of Medicine Hat and Bow
Island. A special thank you is extended to the page

sponsors for making this project possible.

Centennial Bishop’s Dinner - June 9, 2012: Tick-
ets are on sale. Purchase now and secure a table for
yourself and your family or close friends. Either pur-
chase individually or become a “Friend of the Centen-
nial” and as a sponsor, receive complimentary tickets.
Proceeds to Youth Ministry & the Assisted Living
Project for Priests. Tax receipts issued.
Sponsorship Opportunities are available. Please
contact Mr. Stan Aberle (403-878-7422) or email him
at stan.aberle@mbhcbe.ab.ca.




Fr. Philip’s

It's not easy to talk about authority today. The whole
notion seems quaintly out of fashion. We're very
aware of how badly authority has been used in the
past; repressive parents, iron-fisted governments,
overly-strict boarding schools, and buming heretics
are just a few of the nightmare images which the
term ‘authority' evokes. So how does one speak of
the authority of Christ and of the Church in such an
atmosphere?

In the not-too-distant past, Catholics generally felt
secure in the knowledge that God's will {for our belief
and conduct) is infallibly explained by the Pope and
the bishops, using the teaching authority given them
by Christ himself. Influenced (perhaps too
profoundly) by the doctrine of papal infallibility, our
Catholic Church so strongly upheld the principle of
authority, that some people felt inhibited from making
up their own mind on any important issue. Whenever
controversy arose - there was always a strong
statement from the Magisterium (the teaching of the
Church), to put the issue beyond doubt.

More recently, we have experienced a devaluation of
institutional authority in the Church; some welcome
this as a greater freedom for individual conscience,
as other Christian denominations enjoy; while others
deplore it and long for a return to the hard, clean-cut
edge of dogma, defined and ungquestionable.

Many times our papers report religious scandals.
Charismatic TV preachers, Roman Catholic bishops
and priests, caught acting in the immoral ways. The
message that they had been delivering from their
pulpits for years was true. Many people were moved
to come closer fo God. Many people confronted their
own demons and took steps to draw closer to Christ.
But then the scandal hit the papers. The message of
the preacher that had moved them was still true, but
now it has lost much of its impact. The one who
delivered it was not frue to his own words. As a
result his credibility, his authority was terribly
damaged if not totally destroyed.

You can certainly see how this can happen in your
home too. Parents have authority due to their
position in the family. God tells children to honor
their mothers and fathers. That's the Fourth

Commandment. But the authority of parents is
diminished or even destroyed when the parents act
in ways that are not Christian. For example, all
parents want their children to be kind to each other.
But if their children observe Mom and Dad being
nasty to each other, the children are going to leamn
nastiness, not kindness, as standard way of acting.
When these same parents say to their children that
they should be kind to each other, the children
respond with their actions as though their parents no
longer have authority to tell them how to behave.

That's negative. Let's look at the positive. Many of
our seniors have spent years taking care of their sick
spouses. Retirement was not what they expected.
Instead of going and doing, their days were spent
caring and cleaning, and organizing doctor
appointments. But when someone makes a
comment that he or she is such a good spouse, the
caring spouse merely says, ‘I took vows.” And in
those few words supported with a lifefime of action,
that husband or wife speaks more eloguently about
marriage than any priest or preacher could possibly
speak. For his or her words have authority, the
authority of the One who called them to the
sacrament of marriage and the authority of the
spouse who lives the sacrament of marriage.

Perhaps we can get some light from today's Gospel,
where Jesus 'teaches with authority, and not as their
scribes'. If's essential that we refuse to accept that
Christ's authority is something like that of a feudai
dictator. In fact, if we want to think of a dictator, then
we must think of Christ as very nearly the opposite.
We could well picture a little procession of a dictator
through the town, flanked by a guard of knights, with
peasants bowing and scraping and noble ladies
curtsying ... but Jesus processes through the streets,
guarded by soldiers, carrying a cross, and being
abused by most people who bother to take notice.

Jesus backs his teaching authority by his life of love,
sacrifice and service. The Church and everyone of
us have to do the same if we want the message of
Jesus to spread out. We must be resigned fo the fact
that, for today, the authority of Jesus is weak in the
world as many people do not heed his voice
anymore, but only for today, tomorrow, with the
grace of God and our effort, will be different.



January 29, 2012 l

A Voice That Quiets the Chatte{r_

By Diane M. Houdek

Tn today's Gospel, Mark tells of Jesus
casting oul an unclean spirit. Jesus
speaks firmly and with great authority,
saying, “Quiet. Come out of him.” The
people marvel that he has an authoriry
that they haven't seen in the scribes
and other leaders of the day.

Genuine authority is one of those
qualities that's hard to define clearly,
but we recognize it when it crosses our
path. We might hear it in a teacher, 2
preacher, a world leader. We mighi be
hucky enough to have had parents ov

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS
- Who are some
personal heroes
for you?
- How can you imitate
Jesus in your
relationships?
- What do you think
the scribes thought
of Jesus?
- Share a time when
you were amazed in
your faith journey.

bosses who possessed it. 1t comes from
a lifetime of hard-earned wisdom. Tt
comes from knowing one’s own limits
and focusing on ones’s strengths.
Clearly Jesus had it. From the demons
to the scatrerbrained discipies to the
very elements of nature, no chaos is a
match for the calm at the center of
Jesus’ being.

Scholars and lawyers love to argue
and debate obscure points of law and
construct elaborate arguments {o sup-
port their own position or score points
over their opponents. In the Gospels,
when the scribes try to draw Jesus into
arguments that were hotly debated by
the rabbis, Jesus’ sense of authority
allows him to cut through the details
and see what really needs to be done.
In today’s Gospel, that one thing is
healing the man in front of him.,

This academic wrangling becomes
more important than the underlying
issue being debated. It happens not
omly in academic circles, but in the
media, where raising questions to cre-
ate a story is a national obsession, and
on the Internet, where self-styled
authorities answer to no one.

In the first reading, Moses talks
about God raising up another prophet
to speak the word of the Lord to the
people. He knows from his own life
that when he let the Lord speak
through him, amazing things hap-
pened, whereas when he spoke out of
his own insecurities or amibitions,

nothing went right. As he gives this
speech, in fact, he knows that he will
not enter the promised land because he
spoke his own words instead of the
words God gave him to speak,

We believe that Jesus was the son of
God. We know, if his original audience
did not, that God was the source of his
anthority. He spoke the word of Ged
because he was the Word of God. Its as
simple as that. But he also taught us
that we, too, are the adopted children
of God aind will do all that ke did and
more. What will it take for us to
believe that we have this kind of
authority?

We might begin by relying on others
who know us well and care for us and
can keep us grounded in who and
whose we are. Because sometimes the
chattering voices reside in our own
heads. We go round and round with
ourselves about things that we need to
deal with, but we fail to take the one
or two clear steps that we kuow will
somehow quiet the chatter and bring
us to where we nieed (o be. In our faith
tives we are guided by Scripture, by the
Church’s teachings, by owr centuries’
old tradidon. We can remind ourselves
to check what we read or hear against
these tried and true authorities. Most
importantly, we can call on Jesus in
prayer to bring us the peace we need.

In tme, we will learn ourselves to
say “Enough” and quiet the charter
long enough to act. ¥

Franciscan Media | www.AmericanCatholic.org
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January 27, 2012 :
HOLY FAMILY PARISH

Please pray for the sick and suffering especially

NESTOR CASTILLO
NICK DI PALMA
MISCHELE FOLK
BRENDA FRANSEN
IMES GAMBOA
PRISCILLA GYORKOS
DAN HALL

BONNIE HUBER
CHRIS KOSOLOFSKI
SHEILAGH LOCKERT
MARIE MOORE
VIOLET RIES
ANDRES SALAZAR
CLAUDE SCHENK
ROSELENE SCHROH
JEANNETTE TIEDE
SIMON VOELLER
ROBERT WOOLLEY

We have started a new Prayer List for the Sick and Suffering.

- If you would like to have someone included on the prayer list, please call the

parish office.

- Please ask permission from the individual or family to have the name included

on the list.

- Also, if the individual’s circumstances should change, please make it your
responsibility to call the parish office (403-527-6933) to update the list.

Thank you

HOSPITAL

If you or someone in your family is admitted to the hospital, please contact the parish
office and give us the name and room number. The Parish Pastoral Team will visit
the patient and take communion to them. We can not minister to you, if we do not

know you are in the hospital.



